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From the Watchman of the South. 
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 
_ NO. IV. 


Although the grace of God may be communica- 
“ted to a human’‘soul, at any period of its existence, 
in this’world ; yet the fact manifestly is, that very 
‘few are’ renewed before the exercise of reason com- 
/mences; and not many in early childhood. Must 
“persons with whom we have been acquainted, 
- figtew up without giving any decisive evidence of a 
vehange of heart. Though -scliginusly «ducated, 
~yet they have evinced a want of love to God, and 
‘an aversion to spiritual things.- Men are very re- 
jductant, it is true, to admit that their hearts are 
‘wicked, and at enmity with God. They declare 
‘that they are conscious of no such feeling , but still 
ithe evidence of a dislike to the spiritual worship of 
God, they cannot altogether disguise; and this is 
nothing else but enmity to God. They might easi- 

_ ‘dy be convicted of loving the world more than God, 
‘the creature more ——— Creator; and we know 
‘that he who will be riend of the world is the 
‘enemy of God. Let the most moral and amiable 
‘of mankind, who are in this natural state, be asked 
such questions us these. Do you take real plea- 
‘eure in perusing the sacred Scriptures, especially 
thuse parts which are most spiritual? Do you take 
delight in secret prayer, and find your heart drawn 
out to God, in strong desires? Do you spend much 
‘time in contemplating the divine attributes 1 Are 
‘you in the habit of communing with your own 
earts, and examining the true temper of your 
souls? No unregenerate persons can truly answer 
these, and such like questions in the affirmative. 
It is evident, then, that most persons, whom we 
‘see around us, and with whom we daily converse, 
‘are in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity, 
‘and con'inuing in that state, where Christ is they 
emever can come. And yet, alas! they are at ease 


in Zion; and seem to have no fear of that wrath |&7 


which is coming. Their case is not only danger- 
‘ous, but discouraging. Yet those who are noW in 
‘a etate Of grace, yea, those of our race, who are 
‘now in heaven, were once in the same condition. 
‘You, my reader, may now be a member of Christ’s 
body, and an heir of his glory; but you can easily 
look back, and remember the time, when you were 
‘as unconcerned about your salvation, as any-of the 
gay, who are now flutiering around you. The same 
power which arrested you is able to stop their mad 
- -eareer. Still hope and pray for their conversion. 
‘But tell me, how were you brought to turn from 
our wayward, downward course. This, as it re- 
lates to the external means of awakening, would 
receive a great variety of answers. One would 
‘say, while hearing a particular sermon, I was 
awakened to see my lost estate, and I never found 
‘rest or peace until [ was enabled to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Another would answer, I was 
brought to consideration, by the solemn and pointed 
conversation of a pious friend, who sought my sal- 
vation. While a third would answer, “I was led 
to serious consideration, by having the hand of God 
‘Jaid heavily upon me, in some affliction.” And in 
regard to many, the answer would be, that their 
‘minds were gradually led to serious consideration, 
‘they searcely know how. Now in regard to these 
external means or circumstances, it matters not, 
-whether the attention was arrested, and the con- 
science awakened, by this or that means, gradually 
+ orsuddenly. Neither do these things at all assist 
in determining the nature of the effect produced. 
All who becaine pious must have begun with seri- 
ous consideration, whatever means were employed 
to produce this state of mind. But all who, for a 
‘season, become serious, are not certainly converted. 
‘There may be solemn impressions and deep awa- 
kenings which never terminate in a saving change, 
but end in some delusion, or the person returns 
again to his old condition ; or rather to one much 
-worse; for it may be laid down as a maxim, that 
‘religious impressions opposed, leave the eoul in a 
more hardened state than before; just as iron, 
heated and then cooled, becomes harder. In gene- 
ral, those impressions which come on gradually, 
without any unusual means, are more permanent 
than those which are produced by circumstances 
of a-striking and alarming nature. But even here 
there is no general rule. re of 
manent effects is the only sure criterion. “ By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” 

That conviction of sin is a necessary part of ex- 
perimental religion, all will admit; but there is 
one question respecting this matter, concerning 
which there may be much doubt; and that is, 
whether a law-work prior to regeneration Is ne- 
cessary; or whether all true and salutary convic- 
tion is not the effect of regeneration. I find that a 
hundred years ago, this was a matter in dispute 
between the two parties into which the Presbyteri- 
‘an Church was divided, called the old and new 
side. The Tennents and Blairs insisted much on 
the necessity of conviction of sin, by the law, prior 
to regeneration; while ‘Thompson and his assoct- 
ates were of opinion, that no such work was neces- 
sary, nor should be insisted on. As far as [ know, 
the opinion of the necessity of legal conviction has 

nerally prevailed in all our modern revivals: and 
it is usually taken for granted, that the convictions 
experienced are prior tu regeneration. But it would 
be very difficult to prove from Scripture, or from 
the nature of the case, that such a preparatory 
work was necessary. Suppose an individual to be, 
in some certain moment, regenerated; such a soul 
would begin to see with new eyes, and his own 
sins would be among the things first viewed ina 
new light. He would be convinced, not only of the 
fact that they were transgressions of the law, but 
he would also see, that they were intrinsically 
evil, and deserved the punishment to which they 
exposed him. It is only such a conviction as this 
that really preparesa soul to accept of Christ in all 
his offices; not only asa Saviour from wrath but 
from sin. And it can scarcely be believed, that 
that clear view of the justice of God, in their con- 
demnation, which most sensibly experience, !s 
the fruit of a mere legal conviction, on an unre- 

nerate heart. For this view of God’s justice is 
not merely of the fact that this is his character, 
but of the divine excellency of his attributes, which 
is accompanied with admiration of it, and a feeling 
of acquiescence or submission. This view is some- 
times so clear, and the equity and propriety of 
punishing sin is so manifest, and the feeling of ac- 
quiescence so strong, that it has laid the founda- 
tion for the very absurd opinion, that the true peni- 
tent is made willing to be damned for the glory of 
God. When such a conviction as this 1s experi- 
enced, the soul is commonly nigh to comfort ; al- 
though at the moment it is common to entertain 
the opinion, that there is no salvation for it. It is 
‘wonderful, and almost unaccountable, how calm 
‘the soul is in the pect of being for ever lost. 
An old lady of the Baptist denomination was the 
first person I ever heard give an account of Chris- 
tian experience, and I recollect that she said that 
she was so deeply convinced that she should be lost, 
that she began to thiak how she should feel and be 
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er in hell; and it occurred to her, that all 


in that horrid place were employed in blaspheming 
the name of God. The thought of doing su was 
rejected with abhorrence, and she felt as if she 
must and would love him, even there, tor his good- 
ness to her; for she saw that she alone was to 
blavie for her destraction, and that He could in 
consistence with his character do nothing else but 
inflict this punishment on her. Now surely her 


comfort had dawned upon her mind. But is there 
not before this, generally a rebellious rising against 
God, and a disposition to find fault with his deal- 
ings? It may be so in many cases, but this feeling 
is far from being as universal as 8ome suppose. As 
far as the testimony of pious people can be depend- 
ed on, there are many whose first convictions are 
of the evil of sin, rather than of its danger, and 
who feel real compunction of spirit for having com- 
mitted it, accompanied with a lively feeling of in- 
gratitude. This question, however, is not of any 
great practical importance; but there are some truly 
pious persons who are distressed and perplexed, be- 
cause they never experienced that kind of conviction 
which they hear others speak of, and the necessi- 
ty of which ‘is insisted on by some preachers. Cer- 
tainly that which the reprobate may experience— 
which is not different from what all the guilty will 
feel at the day of judgment—cannot be a necessary 
part of true religion; and yet it does appear to be 
a common thing for awakened persons to be at first 
under a mere legal conviction. Some further re- 
marks on this point in the next. A.A 
ACCOUNT OF THE COMMUNION AT KIL- 
SY LH, SCOTLAND, September 22, 1839. 


BY REV. MR. BURNS, MINISTER OF THE PARISH. 


About three weeks after this remarkable work 
wo revival) commenced, it was considered most 

esirable and obligatory to have another commu- 
nion season. The Session met for special prayer 
for direction as to the matter, and afterwards as to 
the time most suitable. 

The number of new communicants amounts to 
nearly nivety. A few who spoke on the subject, 
seem to have had scruples, and did not come for- 
ward. With the exception of a very few, the ac- 
count given of their views and spiritual condition 
has been very pleasing and satisfying. ‘They vary, 
in regard to age, from twelve to three-score and 
ten; a good many are from fifteen to eighteen 
years of age. fhe work of examining has been 
of a different character from that of former years, 
wherein “ we have seen evil.” No doubt the sys- 
tematic knowledge of not a few of them is defi- 
cient, and much pains must be taken by themselves 
and by us in this matter. I have urged on the 
young converts, especially, a very careful study of 
the Shorter Catechism, and the earnest, close, and 
prayerful study of the Scriptures. We solicit the 
prayers of Christian friends and ministers, that we 
may have the great joy of seeing our children 
“walking in the truth,” and established with 
ace. 

The number of communicants would doubtless 
have been greater had we deferred the communion 
for a few weeks, as the Banton revival is not so far 
advanced as to have furnished a large addition. 

-A great concourse of people, including not a few 
genuine friends of the Lord Jesus, assembled at 
ourcommunion. It is thought that not fewer than 
from twelve to fifteen thousand were in and about 
the town of Kilsyth upon the Lord’s day: at 
the tent the number is estimated at about ten or 
twelve thousand. ‘The day was uncommonly fa- 
vourable ; and, indeed, during the whole interest- 
ing season external circumstances were most pro- 
pitious, and having been made the matter of spe- 
cial prayer, the answer should be marked and re- 
membered. 

On the Fast-day (Thursday) public worship be- 
gan at the usual hour, the minister commenced 
with praise and prayer, and reading Psalms cxx. 
and cxxx. The Rev. C. J. Brown, of Edinburgh, 
preached from Rom. vii. 9, “I was alive with- 
out the law once,” &c. ‘The Rev. Dr. Malan, 
of Geneva, preached in the afternoon from John 
xiv. 29, *“*Peace I leave with you,” &c.; Mr. 
Macnaughtan, of Paisley, in the evening, from 
Isa. xlii. 3, “ A bruised reed shall he not break,” 
é&c. He preached also at Banton, and Mr. Cun- 
ningham, of Edinburgh, from the words in Rom. 
v. 8, “ God commendeth his love to us.” Friday 
evening the Rev. Mr. Middleton, of Strathmiglo, 
preached from Jer. viii. 22, ** Is there no balm in 
Gilead ; is there no physician there?” Saturday, 
Mr. W. C. Burns preached in the tent to a large 
assembly, from Rom. x. 4, “Christ is the end of 
the law,” &c. In the evening, Mr. Somerville, 
of Anderston, preached to a crowded audience 
from Juhn xvi. on the work of the Spirit. This 
was a remarkable night of prayer, secret and so- 
cial; probably there was not an hour or watch of 
the night altogether silent. The beds were not 
much occupied: many, like the Psalmist, prevent- 
ed the dawning of the morning. ‘The morning 
bell rang at nine o'clock, and worship began at 
fully twenty minutes to ten, both in church and 
at the tent. The action sermon was from John 
vi. 35, “I am the bread of life,” &c. Mr. Brown, 
of Edinburgh, fenced the tables, Mr. Kose, of 
Glasgow, preached in the tent and fenced the 
tables. 

The first table, as usual, contained about 100; 
but to prevent confusion and undue protraction of 
the services, arising from so unusual a number of 
communicants, the second was composed of those 
already seated in the body of the church; after 
this the third was composed of those in the usu- 
al bounds, with a few seats additional, and the re- 
mainder were served in the usual tables, go that 
the great accession was not felt as any obstruc- 
tion to ordef or comfort. The ministers were at 
full liberty to address the communicants without 
the constant urgency of studied brevity. There 
were eight services, as follows:—The Minister, 
first; Mr. Martin, of Bathgate, second ; Mr. Demp- 
ster, of Denny, third; Mr. Brown, fourth; Mr. So- 
merville, fifth; Mr. Rose, sixth; Mr. Duncan, of 
Kirkintilloch, seventh; and Mr. Dewar, eighth. 
Mr. Rose preached in the evening from Isaiah 
xlii. 3. All over by nine, without interval. In the 
tent, after Mr. Rose, Mr. W. C. Burns, Mr. Mid- 
dleton, Mr. Somerville, and Mr. Dewar preached. 
Mr. W. C. Burns preached again by moonlight to 
a great assembly, from “ The mountains may de- 
part,” &c. All was most orderly and decorous, and 
in many cases there were symptoms of deep emo- 
tion. We have heard of several well authentica- 
ted cases of persons who came with levity of mind 
and went away deeply impressed ; and of one or 
two who could not get away, but remained over 
Monday. Besides the vast crowd at the tent, 
Messrs. Martin, Dempster, Brown, and Harper, 
(of Bannockburn,) severally addressed groups of 
people near the church, waiting for entrance to 
the tables.* After public service, a great number 
of the godly strangers, and of our younger mem- 
bers, and of persons concerned about salvation, re- 
mained. ‘The younger ministers present continu- 
ed in exhortation, prayer, and psalms successively, 
for a considerable time in a-most solemn and affec- 
tionate manner, feeling unusual enlargement in 
their own spirits, with much of the felt gracious 
presence of God. 

On Monday, at a quarter past eleven, probably 
from two to three thousand assembled around the 
tent.t Dr. Dewar preached from John xvi. 5, 


* The communion proceeded in the ordinary way in 
the Relief Church, with the assistance of Mr. Frew 
from St. Ninians. 

t Many ministers were present that day. Besides 
those already mentiaged, we noticed Mr. Laurie, of 
Gargunnock; Mr. Leitch, Sterling ; Mr. Henrington, 
of Torphichen; Mr. Cochran, Cambernauld; Mr. J 
Willis; Mr. Bonar; Mr. Morison, of Larbert; and 
Mr. Jeffrey, Paisley. Mr. Lec, of Campsie, was pre- 


sent on Saturday, and on the Sabbath, Mr. Forman of 
Kirkintilloch, and Mr. Cochran. Many excellent eld- 
ers also were present assisting us, as Mr. R. Boown, 
Fairley ; Dr. Russell, Edinburgh; Mr. R. Moody; 


Mr. H. Knox; Mr. John Robertson; Mr. Ilay Burns; 


heart was already changed, although not a ray of 


“He (the Spirit of truth) will convince the world 
of sin,” &c. Mr. W. C. Burns preached from 
Ezek. xxxvi. 23—26, “A new heart willl give 
you,” &c. The hour of five struck ere all was 
over, and very few withdrew previously. The sen- 
sation was deep and solemn. In the evéning Mr. 
Brown preached in the church from “ What do ye 
more than others!” Similar exercises were en- 
gaged in also on Monday night as on Sabbath 
night; which the ungodly jeer at, the formal won- 
der at and censure, and which many good Chris- 
tians would at first pronounce rather carrying it 
too far. But the fact is, that this is a spring-tide, 
a very uncommon season, in which a rigid adhe- 
rence to the rules of ordinary times must not be 
applied. We have drawn up a large draught, and 
the nets cannot be kept and laid by so orderly and 
silently as usual. 

This precious season of communion is now over 
and gone, but the remembrance issweet. Having 
been preceded, accompanied, and followed by a 
very unusual copiousness of prayer, the showers 
in answer have been verf copious and refreshing. 
We are daily hearing of good done to strangers, 
‘who came, Zaccheus-like, to see what it was, who 
have been pierced in heart and have gone away 
new men. Our own 
been greatly enlivened and strengthened, and 
some very hopeful cases of apparently real begin- 
‘nings of new life have been brought to our know- 
me I feel grateful to the God of grace and 
God of order in the churches, that there has been 
such a cuncutrence of what is true, venerable, 
pure, just, lovely, and of good report, and that little 
indeed has escaped from any of us which can just- 
ly cause regret. We are anxious (we trust we 
have a res conscience,) that nothing should be 
done against, but every thing for the truth, that 
Go. in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. The solemn appearance of the communion 
tables, and the delightful manner in whicl they 
were exhorted—the presence of not a few unusu- 
ally young disciples at the tubles—the seriousness 
of aspect in all, and the softening and melting look 
of others—made upon every rightly-disposed wit- 
ness a very delightful impression. May the Lord 
give abundant increase ! 

For ninety years, doubtless, there has not been 
in this parish such a season of prayer, and holy 
communings, and conferences—nor at any period 
such a number of precious sermons delivered: 
the spiritual awakening and the genuine con- 
versions at this time are not few, and it is hoped, 
will come forth to victory. But the annals of eter- 
nity only will divulge the whole. The enemy, the 
devil, has been also among us, and is doubtless 
busy now—more so than at the time of this dis- 
pensation. Weare not ignorant of his devices. | 

Yet, upon the whole, there is much cause in- 
deed to give God the glory for what he hath wrought. 
That he hath been the chief worker is most un- 
doubted, “ for the Son of Gun was manifested to 
destroy the works of the devil,” and his works 
have been much damaged and brought down among 
us. The public houses, the coal-pits,* the harvest- 
reaping fields, the weaving looimsteads, the re¢es- 
ses of our glens, and the sequestered haughs 
around, all may be called to witness, that there is 
a mighty change in this place for the better. 

The wicked scoff, nay, some we hear around us, 
or passing by, have brought upon themselves the 

reat guilt of speaking evil of this work. We pray 
for them. * They know not what they do!” Some 
decent professors and moral people are opposed to 
this whole work, and say, “If it continue, it may 
do good,” but they do nothing to make it continue, 
and others throw cold water upon it, It is strange, 
that when sermons seem to make impression, these 
persons should feel no anxiety about the perima- 
nency of the good expected; but when there 1s 
really appearance of good impressions, their doubt 
should be expressed about the duration of the good 
promised. Shall we be-satisfied that we preach, 
and are heard, and no one showing any concern, 
but just sitting, and it may be, sleeping out the 
hours, and returning home as they came! Sarely, 
surely even a degree, yea, great deal of enthusi- 
asm, is better than death-like insensibility. 

Such godly fear has come upon the people, that 
scarcely a single instance of intoxication, or any 
approach to it, has been observed in the whole 
multitude assembled, whereas formerly the preva- 
lence of this and the quarrels it engendered brought 
dishonour on tent-preaching, and in fact extinguish- 
ed il. 

Special instances of good done are naturally call- 
ed for. Many memorable cases can be produced. 
Selection is difficult. A-‘woman from Airdrie was 
observed by a few around her to be much impressed 
while Mr. W. C. Burns preached. She at length 
left the field and retired for prayer. After a little 
she was foilowed by some praying people, who 
conversed with her. She seems to have under- 
gone a complete change, and went away in a com- 
posed frame. A young gentleman from Glasgow 
with whom I and Mr. Brown conversed, who had 
come with some indefinite notion of good or of be- 
ing pleased, went home a new man in Christ Jesus. 
I know several cases of whole houses being really 
converted. Mrs. H. has been converted in a very 
wonderful way. She had been a very passionate, 
regardless character, who, with her husband and 
family, spent the Sabbath-day in drinking and 
other enormities; two pious women, unknown to 
each other, had called upon her, telling her that 
they cuuld get no rest till they came to warn her 
of her sin and danger. ‘The poor woman thought 
with herself, if these two are so concerned about 
me that they cannot get rest, what should be my 
concernment about myself?! She attended a prayer 
meeting, came home at midnight, and roused her 
family to tell them of her change of mind. ‘There 
seems a very remarkable work of grace with the 
husband, and other members of the family. 

A. B., a collier, aged fifty, a month ago, was 
upon the roadside, on the way from the church, in 
great agony of mind, when | passed homewards. | 
at first thought he had been in drink ; but it turn- 
ed out that he had, Iiannah-like, been pouring out 
his heart before the Lord, having got a sight of his 
sinfulness; he went to his Bible and prayed; got 
heartening, as he expressed it, from the thought 
that had come upon him, “ Shall I be a cast away !” 
Enabled to lay hold on Christ as the ransomer and 
as having paid the debt, he said, ** Come life, come 
death, I will depend on his merits and mercies ;” 
resolving to be with Christ henceforward. On re- 
ceiving his token, he said, “I used to run from you, 
but am now happy to meet. I served Satan fift 
years; I am now the Lord’s.” Ilis two compani- 
ons, J. S.and 'T. A., give very satisfactory accounts 
of their change of heart, and are also communi- 
cants. The accounts of other cases more detach- 
ed and interesting, must be deferred. 

I add a very few words by way of inference. 
Ist. Prayer united, as wel) as secret, for the be- 
stowal of the Spirit’s influence, is most important, 
and will, sooner or later be heard. 

2d. Extra means should be used to bring those 
without the pale of any Church to hear the Gospel. 
The preaching the former summer in the church- 
yard once and again, and the late frequent address- 
es in the market and field, have most certainly 
brought the word near to many who might have 
remained to their dying day without hearing it. 
Assuredly these means must be used, otherwise 
our newly-provided churches will remain unoccu- 
pied, and in a great degree useless. _ 

3d. There is a close connexion betwixt mission- 


j 


le of Christian spirit, have |. 


'can be ina lively state when nothing is dove for 
the heathen. 

4th. Uhe social naturé of man is an important 
element in bis constitation, and exerts a puwerlul 
influence on the state of the Church and of the 
world, There are those who view the weaver’s 
shops as objects of unmingled aversion—es hot- 
beds of *;nachy; but whet @ good influence is 
made upon the minds of the operatives the f.cili- 
ties for good are proportioned to those for evil— 
the reviving interest spreads much quicker than in 
a rural district. Let every minister of the Gospel, 
and every Christian patriot, keep this steadily in 
view, and ply the workshops with every good and 
generous influence. Never let us cease in good 
times and bad, to essay to do good, in the morning 
sowing seed, and in the evening withholding not 
our hand: thus are we to sow beside all waters. 
God give the increase! ws 


The following judicious remarks are by the Edi- 
tor of the London Record, copied fruin two numbers, 
on the atcount of the revival at Kilsyth, by Rev. 
Mr. Burgs, when first inserted in that poper:— 

We Me to cal] the attention of our readers to a 
very remarkable document, which they will find 
in anoth¢r column. It is a Report of an official 
account inade by a clergyman of the Church of 
Scotland, the Rev. Mr. Burns, of Kilsyth, to the 
Presbyte yy of Glasgow, in relation to a striking re- 
vival of "celigion in the parish of which he is the 
pastor, 

As thére is little enthusiasm in the Scotch cha- 
racter generally, so is this remarkably the case in 
the tnatter of religion, and conspicuously so in the 
quality and tone of the teaching in the Scottish 
Church of the present day. The doctrines deliver- 
ed are substantially these which illuminate the 
writings of the Rev. Dra@halmers ; and the truths 
and obligations of the Gospel are generally brought 
before the understandings of the hearers to the ex- 
clusion of the feelings, to an extent that gives to 
the English hearer an impression that coldness is 
a striking characteristic of the Scottish pulpit min- 
istrations. We allude to these facts as the ground 
of the observation, that an unscriptural, unbalanced, 
or enthusiastic system of Gospel instruction caanot 
be reasonably supposed to have originated and car- 
ried forward the striking change in the people of 
Kilsyth, developed in the statement of Mr. Burns. 

The result has followed after many years of 
faithful and laborious ministration. ‘The seed has 
long been sown, and there appears at length a glo- 
rious harvest. It is not as if no tillage had been 
bestowed on God’s husbandry. On the part of 
man the work has been done, as the works of the 
field are yearly accomplished with a view to the 
expecte! harvest. But in the case before us, the 
blessing from above has descended on the spiritual 
husbandry with the profusion of the latter rain, and 
the effects on the spirits of men resemble those 
accomplished in the cultivated field by the light and 
warmth, by the dews and rains of heaven. It is 
all in the order and according to the economy of 
grace: not more wonderful in fact, than the growth 
of the fruits of the earth under the genial influ- 
ences of heaven; but more remarkable, inasmuch 
as the life-giving communications of God in 
epiritual things have never hitherto been commu- 
nicated with the regularity and profusion with 
which the natural influences ,'mparted in the 
meaner blessings of his ProvMénce. 

‘lhe statement of Mr. Burns unfolds a course of 
procedure in the parish of Kilsyth, which is likely 
to appear strange in the eyes of many of our read- 
ers—so little in unison ‘is it with the appointed 
course and order in most English parishes. But 
the differences are circumstantial, not fundamen- 
tal—they are in the accompaniments, not in the 
substance and essence of things. The prayers of 
our Church, for the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
ministers and people, are urgent and unceasing. 
The effects anticipated from the answer, when 
voucksaféd, is a revival of the power and practical 
efficacy of the ministrations of the word and sacra- 
ments, as exhibi'd in the hearts and lives of our 
congregations. Whether these supplications are 
offered according to a set form or not, is non-essen- 
tial. ‘The real question in the eye of God, and of 
every sound thinking man, is this: Are they offer- 
ed “in spirit and-in truth?” (John iv. 24.) The 
supplications, in the case before us, have unques- 
tionably been so offered. The promised Spirit has 
in this instance been vouchsafed, and the effects, 
in their grand and permanent characteristics, are 
such as the Scriptures of truth teach us to pray 
and long for. 

We learn, from independent sources, of infor- 
mation, that there was an extreme indisposition in 
many, (ministers and people) to look upon this 
work of God, as a genuine work of the Spirit. 
Tiat measures strong, and probably indefensible, 
were taken with a view to repress it, by those 
who were disposed to consider it a delusion, or the 
fruit of enthusiasm. These parties, however, we 
learn, are now convinced of their error. And the 
fact of the Presbytery of Glasgow, composed of 
men of the first standing in the Church of Scot- 
land for wiadom, for piety, for a judicious and en- 
lightened zeal, requesting Mr. Burns to make an 
official statement of the case to that court, and fur- 
ther, to prepare a written account of it with a view 
of its being read from all the pulpits, affords as 
strong a proof as the evidence of highly compe- 
tent and intelligent witnesses can give, of the 
soundness and reality of the work effected on the 
hearts of multitudes, by the operation of the 
Spirit of God. The change, indeed, in the parish, 
we learn, is most marvellous—much more so than 
the cautious, reserved, and prudent statement of Mr. 
Burns permits to appear; and produces an impres- 
sion on the minds of beholders which finds due 
expression in the words of Scripture—“ What hath 
God wrought?” 

We know not how others may contemplate this 
spectacle, but we confess it fills our hearts with 
thankfulness and joyful expectation. What is the 
state of the universal Church of God at this mo- 
ment? What, in this country, amidst all our la- 
bours and long-cherished hopes? Is it not fitted to 
excite gloom and despondency in relation to the 
immediate prospects of the Church; and in fact, 
are not multitudes oppressed with the darkest ap- 
prehensions! [s not the strength and power of the 
enemy exhibited by many various and most dis- 
tressing proofs? Does he notin fact “ come in like 
a flood ;” while we say in sadness, ‘* Where is the 


| Lord God of Elijah ?” 


But who does not see exhibited, in this solitary 
case, the power, and who experiences not hope of 
the continuance and extension of this great mercy 
of God? Who does not perceive that if he shall 
be pleased to interpose widely after such a sort, our 
enemies shall be scattered, our fears dissipated, our 
divisions healed, and his kingdom and glory be 
mightily advanced? Who does not perceive that 
by such an interposition, generally vouchsafed, for 
which the universal Church has prayed for ages 
and generations, and * to which promise,” the true 
Israel “ instantly serving God day and night hope 
to come,” our heaviness shall be turned into joy, 
our darkness into light, and our spiritual adversity 
into triuinph ? 

And what minister is there of the mysteries of 
the Gospel, who shall receive this relation as truth, 
who will not stir up himself and people to pray 
importunately for the communicatibn of similar 


ary work and revivals. Our newly organized Mis-' 
sionary Society, in January this year, has been 
marked by several people as an era. No Church 


Mr. Penny, Glasgow; Mr. Simpson, Port-Glasgow ; 
Mr. McDonald, Cochney; Bailie Shaw, Rutherglen ; 


| and Bailie McKenzie, Inverness. 


* A coalinaster here bears witness, that the collier: 
who were formerly drunk ten days in the month, arc 
*now sober, and that instead of swearing they hav 
prayer-meetings below ground and are orderly. Anc 
why should colliers not be numbered among saints 
and be kings and priests to God? Pious colliers anc 
miners, what a treasure! 


blessings to themselves? The Spirit of God isa 
free Spirit. “The Lord waiteth to be gracious.” 
IIas he descended on one part or our land, produc- 
ing so mighty a change, and will he not be entreat- 
ed for other parts? “ Prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a bless- 
ing, that there shal! not be room enough to receive 


i 

And let there not be found among us those who 
shall say, in relation to the place on which the 
rain of heaven has first descended, “ Can any good 
thisg come out of Nazareth?” In such cases, 
God “ giveth no account of his matters.” He giveth 
not according to our poor conceptions, but according 


to the riches of his wisdom and grace. “ Have 
any of the Scribes or Pharisees believed on him? 
When God speaks, let the world attend. When 
he makes bare his holy arm, let us humbly mark 
and reverently adore the operations of his hand.— 
Christian Intelligencer. 


LETTER FROM-ST. PETERSBURG. 


Most of our readers will remember the commu- 
nications we published several years since from 
Hannah Kilham, a distinguished philanthropist of 
the Society of Friends, who left England to estab- 
lish schools for the negroes in West Africa. Her 
husband, @ pious Methodist minister, died soon af- 
ter their marriage, leaving a daughter by a former 
wife to be brought up by his widow. This daugh- 
ter, now also a widow, (Mrs. Billir,) in a letter 
from St. ye med in Prussia, to a lady in this 
city, dated July 22d, communicates the following 
interesting information.—N, Y. Observer. 

For eighteen years [ have been at the head of a 

vernment schuol belonging to the Grand Dutchess 

elen, in which reside from thirty to forty poor 
girls, principally motherless children, and over 
these I generally have at least a slight influence 
after they leave the school. These girls are taught 
Russian, reading, writing, arithmetic, needle-work, 
and knitting; and,as we keep no servants, they 
do all the work of the house in turn, according to 
their ability and strength. Therefore by the time 
they are sixteen or seventeen, they are ready to 
enter into light service. We have also ig the house 
a conside day-ochool for girle (abuut eighty) 
who are taught with the boarders on the plan of 
mutual instruction; and in addition to these, we 
have an infant-school of about fifty children. To 
assist in this undertaking, I have two young wo- 
men who have been educated with me. I take a 
pretty minute oversight of the whole myself, and 
spend about one and a half hour daily in actual 
teaching. Although this situation is arduous and 
responsible, yet, being unfettered by restrictions, I 
can teach as I please, and ain allowed to explain 
the Scriptures to them in the way that I feel to be 
the most natural. ‘The priest knowing the confi- 
dence I enjoy, does neither thwart nor contradict 
in hig manner of instruction, which is a great fa- 
vour. I often feel that I am not thankful as I 
should be for this and many other privileges. 


ASYLUM SCHOOLS, 

Since our infant-school was opened, another kind 
named asylum schools are become general in this 
city. ‘l'hey are principally on the plan of those in 
Berlin, with a little mixture of the infant-school 
system. ‘The children are left there the principal 
part of the day—are dressed in a kind of uniform, 
and fed. They are not taught much, but being 
kept in clean rooms and pure air, and having 
wholesome food, these are great advantages: and 
besides they do Jearn to read and to sew. A num- 
ber of these asylums are supported by private indi- 
viduals, and this is good in fostering a kind feel- 
ing between the upper and lower classes. 


HOUSE OF INDUSTRY. — PROVISION FOR THE POOR. 
_ These schools are a branch from a large institu- 
tion for promoting industry, by providing the poor 
with work according to their ability ; and this work, 
whether weaving collars, making gloves, embroide- 
ry, &c. is sold in a public shopat a moderate price. 
Work-people are also provided with food at a very 
reduced price. Indeed all who please may receive 
a very sufficient dinner of soup, bread, and thick 
gruel for twelve copecks a meal ; and this provision 
is so good, that the servants’ refuge is regularly 
supplied from thence. In order to bring so season- 
able a help within the reach of all the poor, eating 
rooms on the same terms are opened in different 
parts of the city, and the stock of provision, after 
being cooked in the principul institution, is carried 
to these eating houses in large vessels of tinned 
brass, placed in still larger ones containing boiling 
water. This is a very nice help to the poor. They 
may either take their dinner at the general table, or 
carry them home, and if the latter, they may gen- 
erally out of three portions have enough for four 
persons. There isa great desire here to put down 
begging, and this is one of the means resorted to, 
as well asa lodging for the homeless. But all does 
not do, for although lessened, many still live by 
mendicity. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown are very dear Christians, 
and of my most intimate friends. The health of 
the latter is very indifferent, so they are going to 
Scotland to winter. 


PASTOR GOSSNER OF BERLIN.—SELF-SUPPORTING MIS- 
SIONARIES. 

I do not know whether you have heard of Pastor 
Gossner of Berlin, who is a very eminent Christian 
minister and author. He is #man of much prayer, 
and a remarkable blessing has‘attended his minis- 
try for many years. A few years ago he was led 
to believe that missionaries might be sent out at 
much less expense, and he himself began the trial. 
He took young men who conceived it their duty to 
labour among the heathen, whether they were me- 
chanics or not; let them follow their trade fora 
livelihood, and make use of their leisure hours in 
gaining such needful information as their calling 
required; himself approprieting some hours daily 
in reading the Scriptures with them, in conversa- 
tion, and in prayer. Before he had any ready for 
the missionary field, an Englishman in affluent cir- 
cumstances hearing of it, wrote to Pastor Gossner, 
proposing to assist in sending the young men to 
their fields of labour. What they need is but lit- 
tle—a small stock of clothes, books, and tools to 
pursue their occupation. No allowance is made 
further; they are expected to earn their own liv- 
ing among the heathen, as they are expert in trades 
which may be of value to the people among whom 
they are to live. Twice in this manner has Pastor 
Gossner sent about twenty young men, and the ac- 
counts he has from them from time to time are 
most cheering. Very lately he had six more 
ready, and called to join their brethren Jabouring 
in India, (indeed the request for such missionaries 
is far beyond his means of supply,) and he wrote 
to ask his English friend’s assistance. ‘The latter 
hesitated, said he would wait till more intelligence 
was received from those already labouring. Of 
course such an answer was unexpected and disap- 
pointing. Pastor Gossner called together the young 
men and communicated it to them; they did not 
long hesitate, but came forward, observing: “ We 
believe ourselves called to the missionary field, 
therefore we can depend upon being provided for 
by Him who sends us, and who careth for the birds 
of the air.” After this conclusion in strong faith, 
supplies came in from unexpected quarters, and 
Pastor Gossner was enabled to send them out 
stocked with al] that was necessary. I often won- 
der that the Lord bears with our puny, wavering 
faith; how different would be the conduct of man 
under similar circumstances. He would spurn us 
from him, and leave us in our deserved poverty. 
Not so our wonderfully-loving and compassion- 
ate God. He entreats us to believe—tells us 
how soon our enemies would all be subdued— 
what joy and sweet peace we should have, and 
even uses the astonishing language we fird in 
Malachi, iii. 10. And are not the Psalms full of 
siinilar promises ! 

ENGLISH LADY MISSIONARY ON A CHINESE ISLAND. 

A very devoted young woman of the neighbour- 
hood of London, who is of good property, after 
wailing eleven years ere the way opened for her 
to go as @ missionary, has now, to ler soul’s delight, 
settled in a Chinese island on which missionaries 
are not allowed to labour. She resides ina Dutch 
family, and has opened two schools—one fcr boys, 
the other for girls. She superintends and | rovides 
for her mission entirely herself. She writes that 
in the town she is known by, “ The English lady 
come on asingular errand.” During the-last few 
years of her waiting to go, she acknowledged that 
the delay was in great mercy, in order to deepen 
her feelings of religion. How often does the Chiris- 
lian require to be made passive that the Lord may 
work in him of His good pleasure. My heart de- 
lights in such missionaries, and I long to see more 


in the field go in simplicity and faith. Physicians 
might be most acceptable labourers. 


Whole No. 459. 


From “ My Saviour.” 
ARM OF THE LORD. 


My Saviour is the “ Arm of the Lord.” Under 
this title Isaiah invoked the long-tarrying Messiah, 
“ Awake, awake, pat on thy strength, O Arm of 
the Lord! Awake, asin the ancient days, in the 
gencrations of old. Art thou not it that cut Rahab, 
and wounded the dragon! Art thou not it which 
hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; 
that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the 
ransomed to pass over!’ Now these were “ the 
redeemed of the Lord.” The Arm of the Lord, 
therefore, which made their way for them, is sy- 
nonymous with Jehovah, the Redeemer of his peo-_ 
ple, the Saviour of my soul. 

It hath been justly observed, that “ God speaks 
in our way, but acts according to his own.” By 
his anM, then, we are to understand, the extent of 
his power; as his stretched-ont arm, or infinite 
might, reaches to all things; by his hand, the 
most minute, exact, and perfect, workings of that 

wer, which descends to the arrangement of the 
east of his dispensations, equally with the great- 
est, at once kindling the glimmer of the glow- 
worm and the blaze of ten thousand suns, and sus- 
taining alike the movements of seraphs and of 
babes ; “‘and by his right hand, the brightest dis- 
play of his omnipotence and majesty.” If the 
finger of God, or the least exertion «f his strength, 
could create the heavens, who can prescribe bounds 
to the reach of his arm, or what is impossible to 
the strength of hig divine right hand? But these 
terms do not merely imply the omnipotence of Je- 
hovah; they frequently signify Jenovan himsel!; 
so that I am fully justified in declaring that the 
Arm of the Lord is my Saviour. 
Thus Moses, in his book of divine reminiscences, 
told Israel well to remember the mighty mano, 
and stretched-out arM, whereby the Lord their 
God brought them out of Egypt, an office which I 
have seen to have been discharged by the angel of 
the Lord, the Saviour of the world. For, says the 
Psalmist, “ Thou hast with thine arm redeemed 
thy people,” and I well know by whom alone this 
was or could be effected. Of whom, again, does 
Isaiah speak, in that remarkable portion of his pro- 
phecies, which he seems to have written as on 
Mount Calvary, in view of the bleeding cross? Of 
whom can he speak but of my Saviour, when, with 
impassioned energy and sorrow, he asks, “To 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” He can 
mean no other than the divine and glorious persun- 
age who “ was wounded for our transgressions, 
who poured out his soul unto death, who was 
stricken for the transgressiun of his people.” ‘The 
same prophet tells us, * that the Lord hath sworn 
by his RicuT HAND, and by the arm of his 
STRENGTH,” in confirmation of his promise tu his 
people. But “as he could swear by nwo greater, 
he swore by himself,” and therefore we see al] the 
engagements of God established in Christ. 
“Not only the power and Godhead of Christ are 
revealed under the denomination of Jenovan’s 
HAND, but also the mepiaTion of Christ between 
Jehovah and his people.” A HAND, or arm, is the 
instrument or means of communication; and this 
Christ is to his people; he reaches out and takes 
froin the Divine fulness, and deals of it unto every 
one of them, accurding to his r-spective need.” 
What other arm could raise itself so high, or let 
itself down so low ! 
On this arm oF THE Lorp it isat once my privi- 
lege and my duty to lean, On an arm of flesh I 
dare not rest, fur God has most solemnly anatie- 
matized such confidence. For “thus saith the 
Lord, Cursed be the man that trusteth in mun, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departet» 
from the Lord,” On Him | may repose, m full 
assurance that he will never fail me. The church, 
in her pilgrimage state, is thus beautifully ue- 


“ Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, 
leaning upon her beloved?” Numerous, very nu- 
merous, are the occasiuus un which I have need of 
such an omnipotent support. In them all | am 
certified of obtaining it. Does sickness lay me 
low, and press my aching body on the couch of 
disease and pain? Well, I hear this encouraging 
oracle from heaven: “ There is none like unto the 
God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in 
thy help, and in his excellency on the sky. The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms.” Dves “ the strong man armed” 
assailme?t My Saviour is stronger than he, and 
having already overcome him for me, will over- 
come him in me. Are my iniquities, my besetting 
sins, My native corruptions, too powerlul for me! 
He has undertaken to “subdue” them. Is the fi ar 
of man formidable tome! I may say to ‘myself, 
and to my companions in tribulation, what Heze- 
kiah said to his subjects on Sennacherib’s approach, 
“ With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the 
Lord our God, to help us, and to fight our battles.” 


tress? Have the severest of earthly calamities 
plunged me into an abyss of misery, from which I 
am tempted to doubt whether there is any possi- 
bility of deliverance? A voice of hope reaches me 
even there. “ Behold the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it can not save; neither his ear 
heavy that it can not hear.” Is the last enemy at 
hand, and does my timid nature shrink from the 
final struggle? ‘That Jast enemy is to be destroy- 
ed. I have to encounter him by a better arm than 


may meet him with the shout of anticipated 
triumph: “O sing unto the Lord a new song; fur 
he hath done marvellous things: his RIGHT HAND, 
and his HOLY ARM, hath gotten him the victory.” 


IGNORANCE AND KNOWLEDGE. 


Naked knowledge is like the light of the moon; 
men sleep by it: but heavenly wisdom is like the 
light of the sun; men work by it. 


It is a hard matter for a fallen spirit to know 
much, and not to know it toomuch. Grace in the 
heart is the only ballast for knowledge in the head. 


Some sins an ignorant person cannot commit ; 
but there are many more which he cannot but 
commit. 


SIN. 


It is the mischievous property of sin, that it not 
soe puts the soul into hell, but puts hell into the 
sou . 

That should be our chief trouble, which is the 
cause of ail the trouble in the world. 

Nothing worth having is got by sin: nothing 
worth keeping is lost by holiness. 

It is bad trading with sin and Satan, when we 
ourselves must, pay for all at last. 

By suffering, we may avoid sinning; but by sin- 
ning, we cannot avoid suffering. 


Sin is too bad, and holiness too good, to be 
laughed at; the one requires repentance; the 
other, reverence. 

He that makes light of little sins, is likely soon 
to fall into great ones. 


You that would not fall into things unlawful, 
venture not to the utmost bounds of things lawful. 
To tread upon the edge of a precipice is dangerous, 


It is folly for a person to do that now, which he 
must certainly undo again by repentance, or be 
undone for ever. 

Carefully avoid those vices which most resem- 
ble virtue; they are a thousand times the most en- 
snaring of all vices. 

Never do evil that good may come thereby; that 
would be serving the devil that God may serve 
thee. 

Three things most concur to make the sin 
against the Holy Ghost: 1. Light in the mind. 2. 
Malice in the heart. 3. Insensibility in the con- 
science. 

It is awful to think that there is one sin which 
vdmits ef no forgiveness; but it is for our comfort 
to know, that it cannot be the sin of him, who 
greatly fears he hath committed it. 


scribed in the question of an admiring spectator: — 


Am I sunk to the jowest depth of temporal dis- — 


my own, and one which assures me of success. I * 
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- port of an idle and worthless community of monks 


for one, which only dimly prefigured the glories 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


worldly-minded professors ask the question, in the 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1839. 
‘Teaus—Three Dollars if paid within siz months, or 
Two Dollars and Fifty Cents in advance. 


To Corresponpents.—We do not thiok the 
publication of the communication from the interior 
of Pennsylvania, would be advisable at thie time. 


The respected writer of it will please therefore ex- 
us. 


AcKNowLepoment.—We have received the in- 

closure from the Rev. James S. Woods, of Lew- 

istown, Pa., and it has béen distributed agreeably 
to his direction. 


For Fioriwa.—The appeal for the 
charch io Tallahasse, Florida, is troly affecting. 
It comes from one of the destitute flock. It ie not 
a call for pecuniary aid, but for spiritual food. Is 
there not a young minister in our Church, who, 
like Paul, when he had seen the vision of the man 
of Macedonia, will “‘ assuredly gather that the 
Lord has called him to preach the Gospel unto 
them.” 


in Arrica.—We gratefully acknow- 
ledge for the Presbyterian church in Monrovia, 
the sam of five dollars, being a further donation 
from the individual who presented us with the first 
five dollars for this object. The perusal of the 
article i@ our last number entitled, “ Laying up 
Treasure on Earth,’’ has induced this additional 
offering from one, not rich in this world’s goods. 
Why do not such appeals touch the consciences 
of the rich ? 

We acknowledge also five dollars for the same 
object from the Rev. Reuben Frame, of South Sa- 
lem, New York, and five dollars from an unknown 
individual. We have also received for the same 
good object, $27.25, from the Female Colonization 
Society of the Forks of Brandywine, and two dol- 
lars seventy-five cents, from individual contribu- 
tions. These two last sums were transmitted by 
the Rev. John N. C. Grier, pastor of the Pres- 
byterian church at the above mentioned place. 
This makes the whole amount received eighty 
dollare. Shall it not be more than a hundred before 
it is sent to our poor brethren in Africa ? 


Tre Crurcu.—The Church is the spouse of 
Christ, the object of his tenderest affection, for the 
redemption of which he laid down his life. The 
Christian also must love it, and rejoice in its pros- 
perity, and grieve for its afflictions. He is a 
genuine follower of Christ who can in sincerity 
and truth appropriate to himself the sentiments in 
the following familiar lines, 


“ If e’er my heart forget, 
Her welfare or her. woe, 
Let every joy this heart forsake, 
And every grief o’erflow. 


‘“‘ For her my tears shall fall, 
For her my prayers ascend; 
To her my toils and cares be given, 
Till toils and cares shall end.’ 


Give Account or tay Strewarpsnip.—There 
are certain truths which lie at the basis of Chris- 
tian character, and which every follower of Christ 
professes unfeignedly to believe. Among them 
are the following : That the chief end of man is 
to glorify God; that God has entrusted to every 
man certain talents, with a strict injunction to im- 
prove them to the glory of him who has bestowed 
them ; that the gratification of self must always 
be regarded as subordinate to the chief end; and 
that a great day of inquiry has been appointed 
and is fast approaching, when the faithfulness of 
each will be closely scrutinized, and when an 
award will be given suitable to the result of this 
inquiry. To apply this subject practically, as far 
as the stewardship of property is cofcerned, is our 
present purpose. 

We are fully aware that any elucidation of the 
duties and responsibilities of those who hold pro- 
perty in trust from God, is generally regarded as 
officious intermeddling, and that the conscience is 
less accessible on this point than upon almost any 
other. For the fundamental truths before enume- 
rated, which every Christian professes to believe, 
another set of principles is too often substituted, 
which have a more potent influence on the prac- 
tice of men. They may be summed up in the 
following: Our first duty is totake care of our- 
selves and our families, and as our money is our 
own, we should certainly be the best judges of 
the manner in which it should be applied. To 
what extent the selfish feeling predominates over 
that of self-denied devotion to the service of God, 
may easily be learned by comparing the amount of 
wealth in the hands of professing Christians, with 
the amounts devoted to religious objects. Even 
on the most exaggerated estimate of the total of 
religious donations, for the support of all the min- 
isters and all the Boards of the Presbyterian 
Church, it will be found, that it bears a sad dis- 
proportion to the wealth of the Church; a mere 
mite subtracted from the world’s treasury to be 
added to the treasury of the [ It would be 
easy to find a single individual who could pay 
the whole amount if he were to follow the direc- 
tion of Christ to the young nobleman, “ to sell a!l 
that he had and give to the poor.”” We insist, 
however, on no such sacrifice; we plead only for 
the dedication to religious uses, of a just propor- 
tion of the wealth of the Church. To fix a stan- 
dard of benevolence, is a point of much difficulty. 
Suppose we should take the heathen standard, and 
attempt to calculate the millions which they ex- 
pend in the erection and embellishment of their 
temples, and in sustaining the costly services of 
their horrid and brutalizing idolatry, the aggre- 
gate would appear so alarmingly great, as to dis- 
courage the Christian Church from an imitation of 
theirexample. Or suppose we take the Popish 
standard, and attempt to estimate the expenditures 
incurred by the erection of their gorgeous cathe- 
drals, their monasteries and nunneries for the sup- 


and nuns,and the millions annually expended in sup- 
port of their demoralizing and superstitious wor- 
ship ; again the standard would be reckoned too high 
to reach. Or suppose we should revert to the Jew- 
ish Church, and consider the voluntary offerings 
of the people, besides the annual payment of the 
tenth of their whole living, the demand might 
still be regarded as too great. Well, then, if we 
have not as yreat a reverence for the trae God, as 
the heathen have for their idols; or as much love 
for a pure religion as the Papists have for a cor- 
rupt one; or as much attachment for the dispensa- 
tion of which our Lord and Saviour is the admin; 
istrator—that friend to whom we are indebted for 
the gift of life and immortality—as the Jews had 


| expectation of obtaining a standard to suit their 


; Christ, the Judge, laying down the law by which 


parsimony, we are not authorized to gratifiy their 
wishes. The true Christian standard must be 
higher than any ofthese. And to fix the measure 
ofit,we must appeal to the conscience of every Chris- 
tian, as enlightened by the word of God, and impelled 
by the love of Christ. ‘The Lord seems purposely to 
have left every follower of histo fix the standard of 
his own benevolence, that he might test the extent 
of his love and faithfulness. ‘This, however, im- 
poses on each a fearful responsibility. When 
the example of the primitive Church, the self- 
sacrificing benevolence of Christ, and the general 
precepts of the Gospel, are brought home to the 
conscience, it is hard to stop at the Jewish star- 
dard. ‘The whole spirit of the New Testament 
breathes a loftier benevolence, than ever influenced 
the ancient Israel; and when that spitit takes pos- 
session of a Christian heart, the question will not 
be, how much canI give without sacrifice, but 
what sacrifices can I make that 1 may be able to 
give liberally. 

It is greatly to be apprehended that covetous- 
ness is the curse of the Church. Millions of tal- 
ents lie buried in the ground, or hid in a napkin, 
to the use of which the Lord is entitled ; millions 
of property are now appropriated to private pur- 
poses which belong absolutely and unqualifiedly 
to God, and which are unjustly and ungratefully 
withheld, and that too at the peril of the soul. 
Multitudes within the pale of the Christian Church, 
who now little dream of the result, will, it is 
feared, hereafter find, that the sentence has been 
impending over them, as they have securely pur- 
sued their way, ‘thy money perish with thee.” 
Even in this world, God has many ways of ex- 
hibiting his displeasure against those who disre- 
gard the claims of Christian benevolence. Hoard- 
ed wealth is often dissipated in a moment, and the 
possessor struck from the height of his prosperity 
into abject wretchedness; or he takes from 
money all its power to impart happiness, and makes 
the care of it an irksome task, instead of a plea- 
sure; or he curses its possessor, by the profligacy 
and ruin which it has occasioned to his chil- 
dren; or by some undefinable influence, makes the 
rich man feel poor and tremble in apprehension of 
a future subsistence. This latter is by no means 
a rare occurrence, and shows, in a striking man- 
ner, the finger of God. 

Tne most fearful consideration, however, for un- 
faithful stewards, is the accouat which they are 
hereafter torender. Who can adequately paint the 
horrors of the last day? It will be the terrible 
day of the Lord. Among its exhibitions, the 
trial, sentence, and final exclusion of the notorious- 
ly wicked, will bear no proportion in its saddening 
features, to the condemnation of unfaithful profes- 
sors, who, although they lived in this world in the 
neglect of the plainest duties, nevertheless deceiv- 
ed themselves with a hope of heaven—now to be 
destroyed beyond remedy. | 

Let us imagine the trial of such in relation to the 
poiot in hand. We may suppose the Lord Jesus 


they are to be tried. ‘* Although I was rich, yet 
for your sakes I became poor; I had not where to 
lay my head; I daily went about doing good; I 
washed the disciples’ feet; I died for the redemp- 
tion of my people; and I left particular instruc- 
tions that you should imitate my example. I en- 
joined it upon you to feed the hungry and clothe 
the naked; to be ready to distribute; to make a 
proper use of the mammon of unrighteousness, and 
to lay your treasure up in heaven and nut un carth. 
I told you to be pitiful to the ignorant and unen- 
lightened, and to carry my gospel to every crea- 
ture. I gave you the means of accomplishing all 
your duty and my will,—and now, give an account 
of your stewardship.””» We may then imagine the 
sad disclosures which shall be made; the truth. 
which shall be elicited, without any of those 
glosses and disguises, which in this world so often 
obscured it. From one the confession is extorted, 
that his principal effort was to improve and in- 
crease the value of his farm; that he was ambi- 
tious of being regagded as the richest man in 
his neighbourhood; that his annual contributions 
to all religious objects were less in amount than the 
value of one of his beasts of burden; that he al- 
ways gave grudgingly and sparingly ; that he felt 
no sympathy for the millions.dying in sin, and that 
his great object was to gain riches and establish 
his children. Another will acknowledge, that he 
never gave to the service of Christ while in health, 
but he had intended to have remembered the cause 
in his last will, but had finally neglected it. An- 
other will acknowledge, that he was never rich, 
and therefore regarded himself as exempt, because 
his poor contributions could do but little good. 
From another the truth will be extorted, that he 
had died worth hundreds of thousands; that he 
had accumulated it by adding his interest to his 
principal, and that he had thought he had done all 
his duty, by giving a few hundreds a year out of 
his many thousands. Such will be the confes- 
sions of many a worldly professor. Their conduct 
will be contrasted with their rule of duty, with the 
example of their Master, with the necessities of 
the world, with the calls of the Church, and their 
doom may easily be predicted. Destitute of the 
Spirit of Christ, they are none of his; inasmuch 
as they did it not to one of the least of his dis- 
ciples, they did it not tohim; they are therefore 
found wanting; and as they hear the thundering 
sentence, bind the unprofitable servant hand and 
foot and cast him into outer darkness, they will 
curse the day that talents were entrusted to them, 
or their own folly in not being prepared, at the 
coming of their Lord, to give him his own with 
interest. 

If we know ourselves, these remarks are not 
dictated by craft and policy, as the world would 
say, to extort charity from the fears of men, but 
from pity to the souls of those who are stewards 
of God, and are yet neglectful of their solemn 
duty; and in the hope of awakening in their minds 
the seasonable conviction that all they have and 
are, belong unto the Lord, who will hereafter sub- 
ject them to an impartial, strict, and jealous inqui- 
sition. May it not be in vain. 

- Morives.—The same good end may be effect- 
ed under the prevailing influence of different mo- 
tives. Two Christians may live equally near to 
God, and yet if they analyze their feelings, one 
may find that he clings to God because he /oves 
him above every other object, and the other may 
discover, that a prevailing fear of danger prevents 
him from leaving the safe shadow of his Redeem- 
er’s wings. Both, it is true, love God and fear 
the dangers of sin, but Jove prevails most with the 
gne and fear with the other. ‘The motives being 
alike scriptural, for we are commanded both to love 
God and fear sin and its attendant dangers, have 
the same effect in keeping the Christian near to 
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refuge at the first intimations of its epproach ; 
others less prompt, seek not a shelter untilit ie near, 
and barely escape; others still, disregarding all 
prognostications use no precaution, and are exposed 
to all its fury and suffer for their folly. 

Just so it is in spiritual things. The storm of 
divine fury is gathering with every fearful portent. 
Some warned by its distant thunder, securely hide 
themselves in the refuge of a Saviour’s love ; others 
hear many of its warnings with indifference, until 
terrified by its apparent nearness, they hurry to 
the shelter and congratulate themselves on their 
narrow escape; but others, with fool-hardy brave- 
ry, look the danger in the face, and refusing the 
proffered refuge, are struck down and destroyed 
by the lightnings of God’s wrath. ; 


Revivat the 
following letter, from an Agent of the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, was not sent to us for 
publication, yet it contains facts and thoughts 
which may prove generally interesting, and we 
accordingly insert it. 


“ At an adjourned meeting of the Presbytery of 
Carlisle, held in Bedford on the 7th ult., Messrs. 
George Morris and Elbridge Bradbury were or- 
dained to the work of the Gospel ministry, and 
the latter was installed as pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian church in that place. 

“The Rev. Thomas Creigh, of Mercersburgh, 
preached the sermon; Rev. D. McKinley, presi- 
ded, offered the ordaining prayer, and gave the 
charge to the newly ordained bishops; and Rev. 
Mr. Dickerson, of Williamsport. gave qe Charge 
to the people. After the adjournment of Presby- 
| tery, relizious services were held in the church for 
several successive days, connected with the ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s Supper on the Sabbath. 
The church of Bedford has been enjoying for some 
time past, delightful evidences of the special pre- 
sence of the Holy Spirit. Thirteen were added 
to the church on profession of their faith, and about 
thirty were known to be seriously impressed at the 
close of the public meetings connected with the 
communion. One circumstance rendered the 
meeting peculiarly interesting, as an illustration of 
the truth that the spirit of revival is the spirit of 
good doing—the soul of the charity the Gospel en- 
joins, and our Church needs. 

“ It was intimated to the church of Bedford, du- 
ring the meetings, that it was a suitable season to 
present a free-will offering to the Lord, to aid in 
sending the Gospel to the heathen. There was no 
argument urged, and no appeal made. It was be- 
lieved that if the Lord’s Spirit was indeed special- 
ly present with the people, they needed no argu- 
ment.—And it was so. The free-will offerings of 
the people amounted to one hundred and eighteen 
dollars. As this gift was put into my hands, two 
suggestions were forcibly presented to my mind. 
The first was, why should not the day of our ap- 
proaching jubilee celebration be a day of the out- 
pouring of the Spirit on all our churches? Why 
should it not be a pentecostal day? Should the 
Lord pour out his Spirit in such measures as both 
ministers and churches need the dispensation, we 
will be on that day, and many a succeeding day, a 
giving people—on a scale that will scatter our 
fears about the failure of the Jubilee to the winds. 
Are there not 1000 churches that can give $100 
each, this year, to make the Board of Publication 
such a Board, as sucha Church as ours ought to 
have? I have just returned from a little church, 
consisting, I think, Of not more than fifty members 
in full communion, whose aim is to raise $100 on 
the 2d Sabbath of December. And I have no 
doubt that they will accomplish it. 

“T have no doubt that the weak churches in the 
country, leaving the strong ones of the cities out 
of the question, can put a large amount into your 
treasury, this year, and without any extra effort 
about it. Whether our churches united will do 
this, is another question. As Nelson said, on the 
eve ofa great naval engagement, “ England expects 
every man to do his duty.” So a greater than 
Nelson is now saying to every minister and elder, 
and member of the Presbyterian Church, * As each 
one hath received the gift, even so minister the 
= good stewards of the manifold grace of 


For the Presbyterian. 
DAVID BRAINERD. 


One of the most convincing evidences of the 
truth of Christianity, is derived from the life of its 
vutary. ‘The great mass of mankind by whom we 
are surrounded, think, and speak, and act, as if the 
present state of being was that which called for 
the exertion of their greatest powers—the expen- 
diture of their warmest affections. The lover of 
pleasure, the warrior, the statesman, and the scholar 
alike pursue the objects of their desire with refer- 
ence tu the term of three score years and ten; as 
if that was the whole of the lite of man. The 
transient emotions of a different character which 
may be excited, are like the flash of lightning 
along the horizon, which illumines for a moment, 
and is succeeded by * darkness visible” darkness 
that may be felt.” They do not examine into the 
evidences of the truth of Divine revelation. They 
call themselves Christians, because such is the 
faith of the land in which they were born. 

The contrast between such men, and the great 
Indian missionary, whose name 1s placed at the 
head of this article, is nost remarkable. Brainerd 
proved the sincerity of his faith, by the purity and 
devotedness of his life; and that is the only true 
evidence that any man can give to others of his belief 
in the doctrines of the Bible. With such an ex- 
ample before their view, men of the world are com- 
pelled to inquire into the truth of the system by 
which it is sustained ; and the inquiry may lead to 
conviction. 

Alexander thought Achilles most fortunate in hav- 
ing Homer to give inmortality tohis deeds. And the 
holiest missionary of modern times was equally for- 
tunate in having for his Biographer the greatest man 
of his age. President Edwards could not have per- 
formed a more useful service than by thus spread- 
ing before the Christian world, the life of a man 
who has been an example to modern missionaries. 
Iam no admirer of many of the biographies of the 
present day. ‘They are too numerous. Although 
the subjects of them may have been devoted Chris- 
tians, there is nothing sufficiently distinctive in 
their characters to justify their preservation in this 
form—and tvo often, they are only a medium by 
which friends manifest their partiality for those who 
are taken from them; the memory of whose vir- 
tues would be best preserved in the hearts of those 
with whom they lived, and by whom they were 
loved. 

Brainerd and his biographer were remarkable ex- 
amples, in early life, of that kind of conviction which 
assumes in its issue, many of the evidences of 
conversion—but where subsequent 
proved that the work was not complete. I am in- 
clined to believe, that similar occurrences are by 
no means uncommon. A Christian education, the 
example of pious parents, combined with various 
other circumstances, may produce impressions that 
assume the appearance of true conversion—but 
subsequently, as in these two instances, convic- 
tions of a different kind ensue. Much of their 
deep knowledge of the human heart, I have no 
doubt, was derived froin the various kinds of trials 
through which they passed in early life—and hence 
the peculiar qualifications they possessed for di- 
recting the inquiries of others into a discovery of 
their true condition. a Be 
The melancholy of Brainerd was a defect in his 
character—and of this he was convinced. Natu- 
ral temperament had much to do in producing this 
result. And that temperament was operated on 
by deep conviction of the importance of the sub- 
jects in the promulgation of which he passed his 
lite. There wasan abandonment of self—a constant 
sorrowing for the blindness and miseries of man— 
an hourly desire to excite the sinner to a sense of 
his condition—an ardent longing to live daily in 
the enjoyment of that high communion with his 
Maker, which belongsonly to heaven. And because 
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clouds sometimes intercepted the blessed light, be 
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now enjoyed, where are we to look for a standard| Escars rrqu tre Storm.—aAt the approach of 
of benevolence for the Christian Church? If} a threatening storm, some betake themselves to 8 


N. 


mourned as one without hope. He‘ did not con-' 
sider, that, although the sun goes down in clouds, 
he shines on other lands, in other climes—and to- 


still glorious orb of day. This melancholy arising 
from deep impressions, is not peculiar to the Chris- 
tian. Lucius Cary, the “ God-like Falkland,” of 
Pope—the accomplished, the brilliant, the gay cava- 
lier, during the civil war, mourned for years the 
miseries of his country ; and on the morning of the 
day which terminated his life in battle, with a 
deep presentiment of his fate, cried for “ peace! 
ce!” 

I have no leisure at this time, to extend this ar- 
ticle. I recommend the memoirs of Brainerd to 
every Christian. He will find his own devout feel- 
ings warmed by the perusal. Almost every page 
is filled with aspirations after holiness and Heaven. 
He was indeed a “devout man, and full of the 
Holy Ghost.” Read the account of his closing 
scene. Such raptures the wealth of the Indies 
could not purchase. In comparison with them the 
mines and honours of the world are without value. 
The names of the great heroes of the earth live 
in history and in song. The school-boy is taught 
to admire the exploits of Cesar and Tamerlane, 
and other kindred spirits. They left the countries 
through which they marched, like the stillness of 
the Jand over which the whirlwind has p 
dreary and desolate; and, like the very incarna- 
tion of evil, rejoiced in the anguish of the suffer- 
ing, and in the lamentations for the dead. They 
have had their day of glory. The light of civiliza- 
tion, and the pro of Christianity, will, ere 
long, blot out their fame from the memory of man. 
But the name of this Indian Missionary will never 
die.” And when the heralds of salvation shall have 
circled the earth, and, meeting from the north and 
the south, from the east and the west, shall join in 
the joyous acclamation, “the — of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ,” thousands will rise up aod call him 
blessed,” 8. C, 

Baltimore, Nov. 1839. 


For the Presbyterian. 
BEAUTY. 


Upon the land or on the sea, 
Midway or high in air, 

Where wings the monarch eagle free, 
There’s beauty every where. 


That path of day where rolls the sun 
His chariot wheels along, 

Nor stays till all his course is run, 
And evening pours her song ; 

Ye mild blue heavens! ye clouds of gold 
That float like ships away, 

Or, lingering each their sails unfurled, 
Hang round the coast of day ; 

There’s beauty in your spreading wings, 
A majesty and might, 

That moves the heart through all her strings, 
To praise the glorious sight. 


In calm or storm alike for thee, 
There’s grandeur in each wave ; 

A beauty in that quiet sea, 
While yet no ripples lave. 

Pathway of wonders ’mid the deep 
When lift your billows high, 

And all your floods to mountains leap, 
Like warriors rushing by ; 

White plumed and hastening to the fight, 
With awe in every tread ; 

- O’erpowering grandeur holds the sight, 

And fills the souls with dread. 


Old tree! a thousand storms have tried, 
And pour’d their strength in vain; 

There’s beauty in that waning pride 
That yields to age its gain. 

The victory of a century’s flow, 
The fruits of many a year, 

The blossoms that each summer know, 
Now: droop’d alas, and sere ; 

The lightning hath not chafed a bough, 
Nor thunder bolt disturbed 

A leaf, and yet thy wailings now, 
The forest trees have heard. 


Ye streams that on to rivers glide, 
Fast rolling to the sea ; 

There’s beauty in each moving tide, 
The beauty of the free. 

By sun and shade, as onward hastes, 
Thy fruitful waters flow ; 

Springing to life smiles many a waste, 
Where once no plant might grow. 


Ye mountains high, ye vallies low, 
Ye woodlands and ye trees ; 

Ye flowers that into beauty grow, 
Waved by the genial breeze. 

There’s grandeur in the rock-bound hills, 
A peace in every shade ; 

A beauty that all nature fills, 
By summer’s pathway laid. 


And ye pale leaves by autumn cast, 
And scattered on the ground ; 

Restless and driven by the blast 
To be no longer found. 

Ye silent groves, ye naked trees, 
Ye streams no longer flow ; 

A melancholy beauty their's, 
O’ercome by ice and snow. 


Aye, there’s a beauty every where, 
Where God hath placed his hand ; 

In heaven, or on the ambient air, 
By sea, or on the land. 

The lightnings fire the thunders roll, 
The still small voice in air ; 

The hush of quiet that repose 
When midnight stars are there. 

The face of youth, the hoar of age, 
The smile of hope, the tear 

That marks each Jine on memory’s page, 
Through every rolling year. 

Philadelphia, Nov. 25, 1839. J. M. L. 


For the Presbyterian. 
WHY DON’T THE PEOPLE GIVE. 


Mr. Editor—There are so many causes for de- 
linquency in the discharge of obligations to give for 
religious purposes, that the compass of such an ar- 
ticle as this, will not be sufficient to embrace more 
than a notice of a small part of them. I suppose 
all might be included under the head of unbelief; 
but my design is to take a different view of the 
subject. The cause may be found in indifference 
in general, aud indifference in particular; in op- 
position in general, and opposition in particular; 
want of information, or want of means. But in this 
country, at this time, I do not think any of the 
above mentioned circumstances should be received 
as valid excuses; for information can easily be ob- 
tained, and none are required to give beyond the 
ability they have received; and as to opposition 
and indifference, no sober minded person will pre- 
tend to make them the ground of an excuse. 

I am inclined to attribute the delinquency to 
want of system, as much as any thing. System 
should be observed ;—it always is, y men ot good 
business habits, in their business. ‘The well edu- 
cated merchant knows what his engagements are ; 
he keeps an accurate account of them on his bill- 
tay « often examines, to see the date when 
they will become due, and makes arrangements to 
meet them punctually. He knows that any failure 
here, will injure his credit. 3 & we means, also, 
he avoids making engagements beyond his ability 
to meet. But this systematic man of business, 
seems to change his habits when circumstances 
change; his liberality prompts him to answer the 
demands of benevolence by promises to give, at 
least; but they are faintly noted on the treacher- 
ous tablet of his memory. He knows the precise 
day when his notes are payable, he knows also, 
when his rent will be due, he knows when the 
premium on his policies of insurance must be paid, 
because all are carefully noted in his bill-book; he 
is perfectly aware that a failure to meet any of 
these engagements, will result in a loss of money, 
or credit, or both. 

Such as promise to pay money to objects of be- 
nevolence, should not only keep an accurate ac- 


suppose a person should 

year; if he were not possessed of very ample re- 

morrow will appear above our horizon, the} sources, it might be convenient to divide it-into 
or 


paysbleat more frequent intervals ;—tor instance: | would shrink from the thought of dying without. 
engage to pay $1200 a)! But when will you call for them? 


monthly payments of $100 each; or #600 payable 
in the same way, would be as much as most men 
in good circumstances could get along with easily, 
in addition to their other engagements; or $60 a 
year payable in monthly payments of $5 each, 
would be as much as most persons would get 
along with, without a single instance of failure. 

Promises to pay, are very good as far as they go: 
but actual payments are what we want; the | 
small eum of $60 a year, paid punctually in month- 
ly payments of $5, is much better than ten times | 
that sum promised to be paid at the end, or some 
indefinite time during the year, and neglected. 

There are many persons who do not give more 
than $12 a year to any one object; and even this 
small sum had better be made sure by monthly 
payments of $1 each, than to be lost to the object 
for which it is designed, by withholding it till the 
year’s end. 

It would be well, if delinquents in benevolent 
matters, could be made to feel some loss of credit, 
as well as in such as are gn pecuniary: but 
since such demands are never collected by a legal 
process, I do not know how it could be brought 
about. 

As matters of benevolence ought not to be sub- 
ject to the fluctuations of commerce, it would be 
well, if such as are able, would appropriate the 
income of some certain portion of property to be- 
nevolent purposes. 

Suppose, for iustance, a man of ample means 
should set apart $2000, and invest it in Bank 
Stock; the yearly income from it might be $150 
or $200, which would be a handsome sum for most 
men to pay year after hear for a long time; there 
are few that do more. Ifa safer or more profitable 
investment could at any time be made, it should 
be. An individual feeling as much interest in the 
prosperity of beuevolence and religion, as he does 
in his personal business, would be careful to keep 
it as available as possible. 

A Christian should hold a}! his prope: ty subject 
to the demands of the Church, to be surrendered 
if there be need; which none of this generation 
may ever be called on to do; but a certain por- 
tion of available property should be set apart and 
faithfully appropriated, by such as are able, to ren- 
der the institutions of the Church, as much as may 
be, independent of the ruinous fluctuations of the 
commercial world. P. 


Selected for the Presbyterian. 
SPIRIT OF FELIX. 
FROM BLUNT’S LIFE OF ST. PAUL. 


Of all the fearful objects upon which the eye of 
God’s ministers can glance, the most fearful, the 
most affecting, is this: to see you, with the light 
of the gospel shining upon your path, and its 
truths, its blessed truths, partially, atleast, receiv- 
ed and understood, and yet your lives demonstra- 
ting that you are walking in the broad road which 
will lead you to destruction. When we speak “of 
righteousness,” to feel that there may be some 
among you, even with all the lip service of a no- 
minal relivion, continuing to act dishonestly, de- 
ceitfully, unjustly to your fellow men; that there 
may be many among you trusting your own poor 
miserable atteinpts at righteousness, and, like the 
Jews of old, “ going about to establish your own 
righteousness, and not submitting yourselves to the 
righteousness of God,” not desiring to be clothed 
with the spotless and perfect righteousness of your 
Redeemer. When we speak of “ temperance,” 
fearing that even here, and amidst God’s pro- 
fessing people, there may be the secret follower of 
licentiousness, those who indulge in practices 
which will not bear the light—the open profligate, 
the concealed drunkard, the professor of a self-de- 
nying religion, and yet, whose morality is the very 
scorn of the world, and who hopes by a few spe- 
cious charities, or external religious duties, to gloss 
over deeds which, if revealed, would make life it- 
self a burthen and a curse to him. Do we speak 
to any such at the present moment! Let God and 

our own consciences determine; but this we 
now, that if we do, you are less likely to tremble 
at the warning, less likely to retire to your cham- 
bers to weep and pray for pardon and acceptance, 
than those who never yet have heard of God’s im- 


Saviour himself has said, * Verily I say unto you, 
that the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom 
of God before you;” for “ye, when he had seen 
it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe.” 
(Matt. xxi. 32.) You are, in fact, “gospel hard- 
ened ;” and while others, not less guilty, will, like 
Felix, “tremble” at the thought of a “ judgment 
to come,” you, like Drusilla, will listen to all that 
has been said, uninfluenced and unmoved, and re- 
tire, like her, to continue a life of unholiness with 
the empty profession of sanctity : the truths of the 
gospe’ in your heads and on your tongues, and a 

evil of intemperance, or incontinency, or worldli- 
ness, within your hearts. 

But while we speak thus plainly, as the word of 
God cominands us to speak, of that most fearful of 
all characters, the ungodly professor of religion, 
let not the open sinner triumph in the thought, | 
make no professions of religion, I have my little 
follies and my weaknesses, like other men, but l 
do not strive to conceal them beneath the mask of 
outward sanctity. So far it is well; you, then, 
possess no baseless city of refuge, built of the frag- 
ments of the sanctuary, which, on the last great 
day, shall fall, and grind you to powder. You are 
not like Drusilla; but would you now contentedly 
change places with Felix? Believe me, there is 
little, there is nothing, to choose between a hollow 
acceptance of the truths of Revelation, and a total 
rejection of them: both are equally ruinous, equal- 
ly fatal. Religion, it cannot be too often repeated, 
religion must be every thing, or it is nothing. It is 
no difficult matter to determine which it is with 
you. Perhaps you have never advanced upon the 
right road even as far as Felix, you have never 
even trembled at God’s word ; 


“ Yours is but half the demon’s lot, 
For you believe, and tremble not.” 


You have heard, unmoved, the most awful denun- 
ciations against sin, and the most heart-subduing 
offers of a Saviour’s love. We will not say that 
you have avowedly and openly rejected them; we 
will not say that you have turned scornfully away 
from truths of which in your better moments you 
acknowledge the reality and power; but then nei- 
ther did he of whom we have spoken act thus in 
open defiance of the God who made him; no! that 
is the lot of few; there are few who have the hardi- 
hood to say with them of old “ unto God, depart 
from us, for we desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways;” few who thus boldly unfurl the banners of 
rebellion, and stand in arms against their king. 
But many, alas! how many who, like Felix, silence 
every compunctious visiting of conscience, and 
postpone every serious thought and feeling until 
some future, some indefinite period, some to-mor- 
row which will never come. Now this is the way, 
brethren, that you to whom | am more particularly 
addressing myself, have continually acted. You 
have heard the words of the preacher; you know 
that they are true ; othets who have never heard 
them may scoff at all religion, you cannot; if you 
attempt it, the secret misgiving at your heart con- 
tradicts the sneer upon your countenance; you 
wish you could believe it a delusion ; would to God 
that “the judgment to come” were only a cun- 
ningly devised fuble, that heaven and hell were 
the invention of the preacher; but all will not do, 
you believe in their existence now, you shall not 
doubt it throughout eternitv. Then what remains 
to enable you to pacify your conscience, and yet to 
continue the life you lead at present? There is 
but one way to which Satan invariably prompts 
you; it is, to postpone, to procrastinate, to say, if 
not to the preacher, at least to the preacher’s 
truths, “Go thy way for this time, when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee.” Do not 
harass me at present, go thy. way only for this 
time; but do not return unbidden, I will assuredly 
call for thee ere long. And do you really intend 
ever again to call for truths which you now so unce- 
remoniously dismiss? Yes,I firmly believe you do; 


‘| I firmly believe that the most careless, thoughtless, 


irreligious person I now address, does most deci- 


count of the time when they are to be paid, but | 
should divide the sum, if large, into smaller sums, 


- —s - 


dedly intend to call for truths which, although he 
is well contented to live without, he, even he, 


mutable justice, or of a Saviour’s love; for that{. 


hen will 
repentance be a more palatable subject, and 
“ righteousness and temperance” more easy du- 
ties, and the “ judgment to come” a more agree- 
able topic than at the present moment? You are 
looking to future years, to days of sickness, to a 
bed of death, as your “convenient season.” Did 
you ever visit a sick chamber? Did you ever 
stand by a bed of death? O, if you had, you would 
not dare to cherish the delusion, that that was a 
“ convenient season”. for turning the heart to God, 
for receiving the saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus, for preparing for the future judgment. So 
great a work to be crowded into so small a space ! 
A work which demands every thought of the mind, 
every feeling of the soul, to be in full and vigor- 
ous activity ; and you hope to perform it in the 
few, sad, painful, and drowsy, or delirious hours 
of mortal sickness! My brethren, may God of 
His mercy deliver you from so great a delusion! 
for never did the father of lies cheat a poor soul 
of its eternity by a more barefaced, palpable, and 
shallow falsehood, than that which he is now at- 
tempting to satisfy your hearts, 


A CRY FROM MACEDONIA, 


Nov. 19, 1839. 
Mr. Editor—The following was written after 
hearing from one of our elders, that every effort 
made to procure us a pastor, whether addressed to 
individuals or bodies of men, had failed! The facts 
are unvarnished truth, and the feeling expressed 
but a faint representation of the anxiety of man 
of us. Will you insert it in your paper, and oblige 
a subscriber ? 


TO THE MINISTERS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Brethren—Is there not one among you who will 
listen to the cry of our infant church, left without 
a pastor to perish in the wilderness? We area 
few scattered sheep, and all around us are ab- 
sorbed in the pursuit of pleasure or of gain. Sin 
sialks abroad, and multitudes pursue her, and how 
little provision is made for their rescue! A preach- 
er of “Christ, and him crucitied”—one “ full of 
faith and the Holy Ghost,” duly prepared for a 
ministry amongst a people, wise enough in the 
world’s philosophy and in their own conceit to 
scoff at truth incumbered with irregularities—such 
an one is waninig—and oh! how much wanted ! 

We have a commodious house of worship, a 
band of church members, small] indeed, but which 
we confidently believe would rapidly increase un- 
der a faithful and devote minister. Our place 
has had a reputation for sickness; but for the last 
three summers it has been improving, and during 
the past season, it has been blessed above its 
neighbours. Few have been the cases of fever, 
and these, with little exception, have terminated 
favourably. But should such considerations weigh 
against the wants of our immortal spirits! An 
Episcopal minister has undertaken to pass the 
year here. Is there no Presbyterian pastor who 
will venture as much? Local ministers of the Me- 
thodist persuasion come from their distant homes 
to dispense the word of life, purely for the love 
of Christ. Is there not one in our own Church 
who, at less risk, and with adequate remunera- 
tion, will listen to his Master’s voice crying to 
him “ feed my lambs?” ‘T'o those of his servants 
who have braved our long summer, the Lord has 
shown His favor. During this season upwards of 
2000 members have been added to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in this district, and the Presby- 
terian Church at Quincy has more than doubled 
the number of its members. We have had some 
movement here—about thirty members have uni- 
ted themselves to the Methodists, and two or three 
to our Church. 

It is a wicked place truly, very, alarmingly 
wicked, and we of the Church are fer from being 
such as we ought tobe. What wonder, when we 
have been left like sheep upon the mountain. But 
in these painful circumstances, have we not the 
very plea which every sinner must take to the 
foot of the cross !—the chief of sinners? Have we 
not the very attractions which drew the Saviour 
from: heaven—our urgent need and our helpless- 
ness ? 

Will none listen to our appeal—* come over 
and help us !”—not one? 

A Member oF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


- From the London Christian Observer. 


LAYING UP FOR OURSELVES TREASURES 
UPON EARTH. 


There are few passages of Scripture respecting 
which questions have been more frequently put to 
me than concerning Matt. vi. 19: “ Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth.” Such interroga- 
tions have been made chiefly by two classes of per- 
sons; by those who are “ rising in the world,” and 
who shrewdly suspect that the Divine command- 
ment may stand in the way of their pursuing a plan 
of mere self-aggrandizement ; and by those who 
are conscientiously afraid of transgressing the will 
of God, whilst laboriously endeavouring to provide 
“ things honest,” for themselves and their families. 
The motives of these two classes, in ascertainin 
the meaning of “ laying up treasures upon earth, 
is therefore of a very different character. ‘The for- 
mer wish to know how far the Scripture can be in- 
terpreted, so as to meet their own wishes; the lat- 
ter desire to avoid the sin of accumulating unne- 
cessary wealth on the one hand; and of neglecting 
the proper interests of their household on the other. 
Now, as the above e is not the only one 
which affords us direction upon this important 
subject, we have it in our power, by “ comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual,” to ascertain the 
“mind of the Spirit,” upon the subject. 

But let us first examine the import of the words 
themselves, and the circumstances under which 
they were delivered. The original meaning of 
“ treasure” is a heap, accumulation, or store; be- 
ing also applied to the chamber or repository where 
goods are laid up for future use. The verb ‘lay 
up,’ is merely a verbal form of the same word; so 
that, by changing the term into one of more pre- 
cise import, it might be rendered, “Store not up 
for yourselves stores upon earth.” And if we com- 
pare the last expression “ upon earth” with the cor- 
responding one, “ in heaven,” (where we cannot 
literally deposit any substance,) we shall see that 
it manifestly denotes “for an earthly 7 
The passage, therefore, simply implies, that we are 
not to accumulate wealth for a mere worldly ob- 
ject, or to store it up for the future with a similar 
design. And that this is the true meaning of our 
Lord’s command will be made manifest when 
we compare it with other passages of Scripture. 

But here we would remark, that all kinds of ac- 
cumulation are not forbidden ; such as those which 
have any henovolent or religious object in view, or 
which are needful for the carrying on of business, 
or are demanded by the duties that we owe to our 
families. The former of these accumulations was 
directly sanctioned by God, with respect to the 
treasury of the temple, and by St. Paul in regard 
to contributions fur the poor. The latter were not 
required by those persons whom the Saviour ad- 
dressed. The condition of the Jews as a pastoral 
people were very different from that of a commer- 
cial nation, where it is often necessary to provide 
for future contingencies, in the mere way of busi- 
ness. The fluctuating nature of trade, and the 
frequent dependence ot helpless membersof a fami- 
ly upon some provision made fur them by its head, 
requires a little foresight, in order to comply with 
the apostolic injunction of “ providing things hon- 
est.” Thus, also, “If any provide not for his own, 
and especially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” (1. 
Tim. v. 8.) The law of inheritance amongst the 
Jews, and the temporal blessings (of good seasons 
and increase of corn and flock) directly promised 
them by God, upon conditions of their faithfully 
serving him, not only made all “ laying up” an un- 
necessary waste of the talents committed to their 
care, but caused to savour of unbelief in God’s pro- 
vidential promises. 

But whilst we admit that accumulation is lawful, 
in so far as necessary to observe the cause of reli- 
gion and humanity, and to provide things that are 
honest, (that is decent or befitting,) we must be- 
ware of stretching this “ liberty” into licentious- 
ness. A safe-guard to this dangerous side is to be 
found in other passages of the Bible. The first 


we shall advert to is, * make not provision for the 
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» to fylfil the luet (or desires) thereof.” (Rom. 
14.) If laying up, therefore, be practised in 
order to our living softly or luxuriously, orto in- 
crease the provisions of our table that 
which isa comfortable supply of our wants—if it 
be adopted jn order to flatter “the pride of \ife,” 
(let Jobn ii. 16.) and to live in a more splendid 
style than | y requires of us in our respec- 
tive situations; or if it be used to minister to our 
own or our children’s future indolence, and freedom 
from honest labour—such accumulation becomes a 
criminal violation of the will of God; for it is 


made to fulfil “ the desires of the flesh.” 


“Let us advert to these points more particularly : 
1. That we are not to seek more than a comforta- 


ble supply of our natural wants, is evident from 


such texts as these: “ Having food and raiment, 
let us therewith be content.” (1st. Tim. vi. 8. 


Mortify members which are upon the earth.” 


(Col. iii. “| oy tne and bring my body in- 
. ix. 27.) “ Let your mo- 
tion be known to all men.” (Phil. iv. 5.) And 
“ temperance” is enjoined upon Christians in many 
tts of the sacred volume. Pleasing the appetite 
luxurious living is thus as definitely forbidden, 
as are all “ revellings,” (Gal. v. 21, “ banquetings,” 
(ist Peter iv. 3,) and finding pleasure iu the “ good 
things” of lite. (Luke xvi. 25.) 
| No provision is to be made for satisfying (or 
» for it can never be really satisfied) ‘‘the 
pride of life.” This is explained by 1st Cor. vii. 20, 
“ Let every man abide in the same calling wherein 
he was called.” Religion thus forbids a man chang- 
ing his station in life for the pu of gratifying 
his ambition and vanity. And this paesage seems 
directly levelled against those ideas of “ rising in 
the world,” which prevail so much in the present 
~é If a man wish to be eminent according to the 
Bible, it must be for “ works ;” and he will 
ve far more opportunity of doing so if he re 


in that state in whicha wise Providence first plac 
ghim. _We do not thus allude to such a change as 
.may be made in order to avoid any peculiar incon- 


veniences, for this is sanctioned by the Bible, (1st 
Cor. vii. 21 ;) but one which takes plac » in order to 
gain the honour which a foolish world gives to the 
possession of wealth and rank, rather than to the 
useful application of those talents. And we may 
boldly say, that no man has ever made himself bet- 


ter or happier, by “ apeing his superiors,” or by for- | 


saking his “ own friend, and his father’s friend,” 
(Prov. xxii. 10,) that he might make new ones of a 
wealthier description. A certain “ rise in society,” 
will sometimes of necessity take place through pros- 
perity in business, or the possession of superior men- 
tal powers, which is to be humbly and thankfully 
acknowledged as the gift of God. But this is very 
different from our asking such an elevation through 
motives of pride and ambition ; or from a wish to 

honoured for the mere display or possession of this 
world’s finery or riches. Thus many a tradesman 
who has had his house decently furnished, and his 


‘ family respectably dressed, no sooner begins to “rise 


in his circumstances,” than he looks forward to have 
handeome furniture, and suites of apartments, and to 
see his wife and daughters decked out in the tip top 
of fashion, and adorned (or disfigured) with trap- 
pings of gold and silver, that they may vie with 
those in a higher grade in society. That which sat- 
isfied them before, as being both comfortable and 
suitable to their station in life, does not please them 
now, simply because they are laying up treasures on 
the earth. 

3. If property be accumulated, in order to sub- 
serve our own or our children’s indulgence and 
freedom from honest labour, it comes under the rep- 
robation of Christ. Many seem to imagine that it 


is respectable to have nothing to do. But sound 


wisdom declares that the idle man is certainly the 
most disreputable, because the most useless person 
in the community. There are those who think the 
badge of their honour to be “ the doing nothing,” 
and who will scarcely deign to associate with men 
of business; but the fact is, their minds are so 
empty and foolish, that they would be quite unfit 


company for persons of sense; and if the whole of 


them were swept off the face of the earth, no blank 
would be found in the world in consequence there- 
of. Others suppose, that to “ retire from business,” 
must be great luxury; but they were never more 
deceived. Labour is one of the greatest blessings 
that God has brought out of the primeval curse. 
The command of our Lord, therefore, is, ““ Occupy 
till Tcome.” (Luke xix. 13.) When man is 
accumulating property in order to retire, that he 
may enjoy an inglorious ease, he is “laying up 
treasure on the earth.” The approach of age and 
feebleness would naturally cause him gradually to 
withdraw from the active toils of life ; and such a 


— retirement we think alone to accord with a 
i 


thful discharge of man’s stewardship. A few 
exceptions are occasionally found in persons who 
leave the desk or the counter, to serve society in 


& more important manner; for doing which they 
have the requisite ability, and have previously 
furmed a scheme which shall occupy their powers | } 


both mental and physical. And when this is the 
case, they are worthy of double honour: for they 


have left “ making their own fortune” with the in- 


tent of blessing those around them. But such in- 
stances are necessarily rare. Few men of busi- 
ness have the ability, disposition, and opportunity 


of thus spending their years of retirement in ac- 


tive usefulness; and all others would much more 
study the will of God, and promote the best inter- 
eats of themselves and others, by “ occupying till 
he come.” If they have already gained enough for 
themselves and Lenilies, let them now work for 
God, by devoting all their powers to the glory of 
Him who has favoured them above their neighbours 
in a providential manner. And so it ought to be 
with familiés. No child who is able to labour for 
himself, has a right to expect more from his parents 
than a good education, and a suitable start in the 
world. And the parent who “ lays up” for such, is 
violating the command of God, and injuring his 
child by encouraging him to be remiss in his exer- 
tions, through a hope of being provided for. The 
case is different with those branches of the family 
that may be unable to labour; yet nothing more 
than a suitable provision is here justifiable. But 
great advantage is frequently taken of this point, by 


a man’s bringing up his family ina more expensive 
style than he once thought to be necessary for his 


own station, and making these expensive habits in 
which they have been trained an excuse for laying 
up more largely for their future wants. God who 


“ seeth the heart and trieth the reins,” will judge 
aright in such cases; and we generally find a pro- 


vidential judgment overtake these persons or their 
families in this life, as a warning for others to 


“obey the word of the Lord.” 


A SEASONABLE DISCOURSE. 


Some years since, a clergyman, who held a re- 
spectable rank ey his brethren, became con- 
vinced that the time for the arrival of the great 
last day had approached ; and, from a careful ex- 
amination of the prophecies, was able to fix upon 


the very Sabbath upon which the Judge would 


make his appearance. So deeply impressed was 
he with thie important truth, that it gave a new 
impulse to his preaching, and prompted him to the 
most incredible labours and exertions. He went 
from congregation to congregation, and announced 
his message. He exhorted the impenitent with 
an eloquence which he never could command be- 


fore ; and his language awakened the thoughtless 


and interested the curious. He preached several 
times every day; he crowded on his journeys 
through storms and darkness, and 
under the full impression of the truth of his de- 
a evening he rode through the rain, as it fell 
in torrents, to meet an appointment in one of the 
villages of New Jersey, where a congregation had 
thered, with great his 
ded the desk, and commen 
ill behold the Son of Man 
said he, “and you wi 
7? 
he Sabbath came on; the house of God, not 
2. in that village, but in the neighbouring towne, 
was crowded ; and all ears were open to hear, and 
ke to see. 

aes clergyman in the village to which 
we refer, informed us that he entered bis desk that 
morning astonished at the excitement around him. 
He took his text in the Revelation, “ Behold he 
cofffeth in clouds, and every eye shall see him, and 


acted himself 


earth shall wail because of him.” He dwelt on 
the day of judgment—on its eternity, its terror, 
and iis glory. He his flock that this 
was no new doctrine. Year after year he had 
warned them of it; and yet, they were asleep un- 
der hig admonitions. Now, when a man, who is 
evidently deranged, comes, and in fixing upon a 
day, tells you a falsehood, and gives you no evi- 
dence, how many are alarmed, and bow much anx- 
is manifest ! 

t is not necessary to add, that the prediction of 
the prophetic minister was not fulfilled. 

The Sabbath passed away with no unusual ap- 
pearance, and the fears of the people subsided. 

This incident is not without its lessons of in- 
struction. | 

1. It teaches us to be careful in studying the 
prophecies; not to be certain“on questions of a 
doubtful nature; and not to be too confident of 
our peculiar interpretation. There is one rule 
about the day of judgment in which we may 
certainly confide; it will come asa thief in the night; 
no man nor angel can reyeal the day or hour; the 
Saviour himself cannot disclose it to his most in- 
timate followers. It willbe; in a time of which 
we are not aware. It will take the world by 
surprise, ~ 
_ 2. It teaches ministers, that if they realized the 
importance of eternal things as they ought, they 
could and would preach with greater eloquence and 

wer. 

3. It teaches hearers that they will yet realize 
the weight of those eternal truths, under whose 
solemn rciteration they continue to slumber.—JN. 
York Evangelist. 


_________ 
From the Connecticut Observer. 
THREE THINGS. 


Ist thing. Every sinner must. be “ converted” 
or be “ condemued”—must “ turn” or “ die” —must 
“‘ repent” or “ perish.” Matt. xviii. 3; Ezek. xxxiii. 
9; Luke, xiii. 3. If you doubt this we have no- 
ong ve to you now; for you cannot believe 
the Bible. If this be your condition, we must leave 
you in the hands of one who will soon deal with 
you in @ more convincing way. It is probable that 
you will not be out of hell long. 

But, reader, if you profess to believe the Bible, 
remember if you live as you have done, and die 
without repentance, if you do not find your soul in 
hell, it will be because the Bible is nottrue. You 
see here two alternatives, and only two. God does 
not parley with you. Neither doth he trifle. He 
is In earnest when he says “turn” or “die.” One 
or the other must shortly be done. No matter who 
you are, young or old, rich or poor, private citizen 
or statesman. God deals with you all alike. As 
it regards this thing, it matters not whether you 
go to meeting or stay at home on the Sabbath, 
whether you read the Bible or not. You must 
“turn” or “die.” But a great many to whom this 
may come, will say, I know all this, it tells nothing 
new. I mean to “turn.” Nobody can suppose that 
[ would be willing to die as I am. And how many 
do you suppose are in hell, while you are reading 
this, whd once thought and said so? 

2d thing. The time for conversion, turning, or 
repentance is UNCERTAIN, All who are able to read 
this know it. You have lived long enough to learn 
that there is no certainty of life. Noone can be 
found to dispute it, though most act as if they had 
formed a covenant with death, or as if they could 
bribe the grave. But experience and the Bible 
teach people better. Perhaps some friend of yours 
was killed instantly by lightning—or a stick of 
timber fell upon his head, and he died—or he was 
drowned—or his feet slipped upon the ice, which 
caused instant death—or he dropped down dead sud- 
denly,and no one knew what was the matter—or the 
cholera, in its merciless ravages, quickly swept him 
off into the grave. Do not think that I mean to 
mention here all the instruments of sudden death. 

But the fact that people die at every age, whe- 
ther by sudden death or by lingering sickness, 
proves this point. Many of your friends have died 
before you—younger than yourself, while others 
are older. But whether you are to live as long as 
they have is a matter of uncertainty. Remember 
now, sinner, you must “turn” or “die.” Here is 
one work which cannot be dispensed with without 
the eternal loss of the soul. Do not think it will 
be all one and the same thing to die without-reli- 
gion as with it, for you will lose your soul in this 
manner. 

Now how long time do you suppose you will 
have for doing what must be done, or all is lost! 
You may imagine a year, or ten years, though your 
head is already blossomed for the grave, and that 
Sabbath schoo! scholar may think he will live some 
twenty or thirty years at least. Are either of you 
certain of one—are you certain of a month—a 
week—a day, or an hour? Do you know but what 
you are reading your last article, or that you will 
ive to peruse the whole of this short but solemn 
me t Dare you read any further without first 
‘turning?’ Will you delay because you do not 
feel the cold march of death over your tender frame! 
But death is not the only thing which you need 
fear. The time of conversion does not always last 
so long as life, though sinners love to think so, that 
they may keep themselves out of the jaws of de- 
spair. You have read in the Bible what God said 
to the inhabitants of the old world: “ My Spirit 
shall not always strive with man.” To Ephraim 
he said, “ Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone.” 
Read the history of Pharaoh, Saul, Jerusalem, &c. 
Thus, though you may not die to-day, your proba- 
tion may close with the declining sun. Hence you 
see it is altogether uncertain how long the Spirit 
of God will strive with you—or how soon he will 
leave you, and bid you an eternal farewell, as he 
flies towards heaven crying, wo, wo, “ wo to them 
when I depart from them.” ‘This piece may give 
the last call—may raise the last thunder note of 
alarm in your ears while the Spirit of God may be 
making his last visit. 

Thus the time of conversion depends upon two 
uncertainties: upon the uncertainty of life, and 
upon the uncertainty of any future striving of the 
Spirit. This hour you are permitted and urged to 
“ repent,” but the next you may be dead and your 
soul in hell ; or you may be given over within that 
time by the Spirit, as Pharaoh and Saul, to ripen 
for a more awful destruction. You can then see 
there is no room for an hour’s delay, for your sou! 
may be in hel] before it expires. Dare you read 
any further without kneeling down and surrender- 
ing yourself to Christ? 

But some may let their hearts rise against these 
solemn truths, even to a rage, and throw down this 
little, but faithful, messenger of gospel truth. Yet 
as certaj lives, and the Bible is true, you 
will in hell except you “repent.” You 
must shortly be “converted” or be “damned.” 
You must “ turn” or “ die.” Moralist or drunkard, 
young orold, whatever you are, you must lie down 
in hell unless you very soon “ turn.” 

Does the reader's heart begin to yield, and have 
you formed the deliberate png that you will 
very shortly “repent?” and have you begun to 
bring - your heart to the choice of Christ, but do 
you still linger a little? Let me, in a word, tell 
you the last of the three things. 

3d thing. The difficulties of repentance are all 
the while increasing. 

I here make no allowance for the state of differ- 
ent minds. If you are thoughtless and indifferent, 
the difficulties are increasing; if anxious, the 
same is true. The principal obstacles to be over- 
come in repentance are sinful habits, “ the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life.” 
Now all these are continually increasing in some 
shape or other. That anxious sinner, by delaying 
repentance an hour, is confirming his habits of sin. 
Youth often imagine that these obstacles will di- 
minish as time passes; but it is the testimony of 
universal experience that they increase so long as 
the sinner continues in his rebellion. And the 
anxious sinner sometimes imagines he is bringing 
his heart to submission gradually, and though you 
cannot make him say he is doing right or wrong, 
yet he thinks he is preparing to do right. What 
edsperate cases do such often prove themselves to 
be! But the truth is, the heart of every sinner is 
hardening ; his conscience is steeling, and his mo- 
ral character, in the sight of God, is darkening; 
his sins are increasing; the already dark shade of 
guilt deepening, and his wickedness rising while 
the grave is opening, the judgment approaching, 


hell yawning, and the devil, like a hungry lion, 


the sinner as he sees him halt. If you delay an 
hour you will bave sins to repent of which you 
have not now. If you lay aside this article without 
embracing Christ, you will find repentance more 
difficult than ever befure. I do not say it is impos- 
sible. If it was I would not have said what | 
have to you. But Ido say the probability of your 
ever being converted is aii the while diminishing. 
Reject the Saviour in, and it will be easier 
to reject him when offered again, and more diffi- 
cult to embrace. You are growing more bold in 
sin, and are lees troubled about your condition as 
a sinner than formerly. Do what you, please with- 
out believing; and you will only widen the breach 
between yourselfand Jehovah. If this point is not 
clear, there is nothing clear in the Bible, in which 
you profess to believe. “The road to hell is down- 
ward, though full of thorns and hedges. Pause 
and reflect here one moment before God and in the 
eye of heaven. “Turn” you must or “ die.” 

The time for doing this greatest of all works is 
uncertain. You may not think so because you 
have lived so Jong and have not lost your soul. But 
you need not thank yourself for this. Only blame 

our rashness. Every moment you have slept, or 
aboured, or idled away your time, you have breath- 
ed at the gate of hell, and where you will draw 
your next breath God only knows. You live upon 
the hand of God’s mercy ; should he but just turn 
over that hand what would become of your soul ! 

Besides, the difficulties of repentance are all the 
time increasing, yet “ repent” you must or “ pe- 
rish.” Obstacles already rise mountain high, and 
which will never be overcome unless you are in 
real earnest. You sometimes now say you cannot 
repent, and yet you hope to repent when it is more 
difficult; and while you are saying you cannot re- 
pent, you are only increasing the difficulty. Where 
is now your fond hope of future repentance? 
Will you lay down this as you have laid down 
others, and thus increase the difficulties of repent- 
ance and diminish the probability that you will 
ever be converted ? 

In view of these three things, and they are 
things which you cannot gainsay, I ask again will 
you “turn” or “ die?” 


SELF.COMMUNION. 


In your retirement, make frequent colloquies, or 
short discoursings, between God and thy own soul. 
“ Seven times a day doI praise thee: and in the 
waking.” So did David; and every act of com- 
plaint or thanksgiving, every act of rejoicing or of 
mourning, every petition, and every return of the 
heart in these intercourses, is a going to God, and 
appearing in his presence, and a representing him 
present to thy spirit, and to thy necessity. And 
this was, long since, by a spiritual person, called 
“a building to God, a chapel in our hearts.” It re- 
conciles Martha’s employment with Mary’s devo- 
tion, charity, and religion, the necessities of our 
calling and the employments of devotion. For 
thus, in the midst of the works of your trade, you 
may retire into your chapel, your heart; and con- 
verse with God by frequent addresses and returns. 
— Bishop Taylor. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


“Retreat For THE Insane.—The report of the Trus- 
tees of the Vermont Insane Retreat gives a cheering 
picture of the restoration which has been effected of 
many violent and deplorable cases, hitherto chained in 
dungeons, and who have now been restored to reason 
through kind and conciliatory treatment. The inmates 
derive the most salutary effects from useful labour, the 
males in working on the farm, and the females in mak- 
ing and mending clothes, &c.—N. Y. Star. 


Loss.—The Harrisburgh Telegraph estimates the 
loss by the recent fire on the Philadelphia and Colum. 
bia Rail Road, at from $50,000 to $100,000. 


Destructive Fire.—The machine shop of Otis Pet- 
tee, near Boston, a building 365 feet long, was destroy- 
ed by fire on Monday evening with all its contents. 
Three workmen in the third story made their escape 
by dumping from the window, badly burnt and almost 
suffocated. ‘The loss is estimated at 100,000 dollars, 
of which but 20,000 were insured. A hundred persons 
are thrown out of employment by this misfortune. 


Mait Rossery.—Some weeks since, Mr. Chapin of 
this village, remitted about $1200 from Lyons, east- 
wardly, and the letter was taken from the mail: as the 
robber could not use $600 of the funds, in consequence 
of its being in a draft, he forwarded that to the intend- 
ed destination, and used the remaining part, which; 
was in bank notes, which fortunately led to the detec. 
tion of the thief, whom, we learn, was the deputy post- 
master at Montezuma, who is now safely ensconsed 
in the Auburn Jail.—Canajoharie Radii. 


More War.—We learn that a serious and extended 
excitement exists among the tenantry of the Van 
Renssalaer estate, in the county of Albany, at certain 
legal proceedings of the new Patroon. ‘Ihe tenants 
in great numbers—some accounts say twenty five 
hundred—are armed and equipped for actual resist- 
ance to the sheriff and his officers. On Saturday the 
sheriff summoned the posse comitatus, requiring each 
citizen to meet him at his office this (Monday) morning, 
for the purpose of enforcing the laws. How the 
refractory Rensselaereans will act when they come in 
actual contact with the sheriff’s forces it is impossible 
tosay. Ifthey show fight, we suppose the Governor 
must order out the militia—N. Y. Gazette. 

P.S. Since the above was in type, we hear that the 
sheriff with a detachment of the posse, reached Clark’s 
tavern on Monday afternoon—that a large number 
(variously estimated at from 5 to 15 hundred) of the 
resisiants were in the vicinity—and that a parley had 
been entered into by the two parties. The complexion 
of the different intelligence is still decidedly pacific. 
So we trust it will continue. 


PENNSYLVANIA AND Onto Canat.—The subjoined is 
an extract of a letter, written by a distinguished gen- 
tleman in Ohio, who occupies a position which enables 
him to judge of what he speaks with accuracy. The 
canal is one of importance: “ I have just returned from 
Akron, where the Board of Directorshad met last week, 
for the purpose of facilitating the passage of a boat the 
present month, and so far cofnpleted the arrangement 
that we should have taken one through by this time, 
had the weather continued even tolerable; for the last 
five days it has been freezing so constantly, that the 
ice is now four inches thick in the canal. We still 
intend to persevere in our exertions to pass a bout du- 
ring the season; at any rate, we no not mean to have 
any canal open before ours in the spring, and amongst 
the first operations will be a boat load of flour sent 
from Akron to your city by our canal. 


OprHaLmia.—The Opthalmia prevails among the 
children at the Philadelphia Almshouse, and we 
learn that eighteen or twenty of them have lost one 
eye by this disease, and that one or two have become 
entirely blind. The disease is highly contagious, and 
unless some new arrangements are adopted for sepa- 
rating those labouring under it from the other children, 
it is to be feared that it will not be eradicated. Can. 
not the Guardians of the poor make some arrange- 
ments? Additional expense, if necessary, would cer- 
tainly be properly incurred for this object.—N. Am. 


Emicration.—On Wednesday about one hundred 
and sixty coloured persons left the port of Philadelphia, 
in the ship Archer, captain Marston, for Port Spain, in 
}Trinidad. They had been hired by an eminent plant- 
eron that island to labour, and encouragement was 
given them that they should have privileges which 
would make their residence desirable. 


Ouro Banxs.—The Ohio Statesman of late date 
says :—‘ All the Banks in Ohio have resumed specie 
payments.” 


New Raut Roap Imrrovement.—Mr. Briggs, of 
ton, has invented a brake for rail road cars, which, if 
we are rightly informed, surpasses all inventions in 
both utility and economy. The superintendent of the 
Boston and Worcester Rail Road has tested the opera- 
tion of this brake, which consists of a band and pulley. 
He made an experiment with it on a freight train, of 
sixteen cars,on a descent of thirty feet to the mile, 
moving at the rate of fifteen miles per hour, and found 
that two sets of breaks of this description, applied to 
one double car, ss checked the train in going little 
more than its own length. It was thouglit that two 
double cars, provided with such brakes, would prevent 
any collision to which this train would otherwise be 
liable. The brake can be put in gear and made useful 
at the moment the danger is discovered, or the signal 
is given. 

Fire.—The barn of Mr. Jacob Madeira, near Read- 
ing, Pa. was destroyed by fire on Tuesday cvening, 
with an adjoining building containing five horses and 
fifteen head of cattle, all of which perished. 


Distressinc.—The dwelling house of Mr. Joseph 
Friend, in Deep Creek Glades, Alleghany county, took 
fire on the night of the 20th ult. and, with its contents, 
was totally destroyed. The two youngest sons of Mr. 


Friend perished in the flames. The fire was discover- 


they also that pierced him; and all kindredsof the stands waiting to seize his prey, almost sure of ed by the daughter of Mr. F.soon after the family had 


~~ * 


night season aleo, 1 thought on thee, while I was! St. Lo 


retired to rest; she immediately proceeded to the 
chamber of her father and alarined him; she then 
repaired to that occupied by her little brothers, and 
with the assistance of the elder one of the three, made 

reat exertion to rescue the younger ones and was so 

r successful, in the midst of heat and smoke, as to 
reach with them the head of the stairs. Here the re- 
treat was cut off by the stair way being wrapped in 
flames! With a desperate resolution she flung herself 
from the window, but the two little children perished. 
We have never been called upon to record a more dis- 
tressing tale of death than this. The life of the sister, 
—— sustained in the fall, is greatly in danger.— 

a 


Smart Pox in Boston.—It, appears by a report of 
the resident physician in » that the Small Pox to 
a rather alarming extent is and has been for some time, 
prevailing in that city. 


Frour.—At Zanesville, (Ohio) says the Republican, 
one thousand barrels of flour were offered at $2.75 per 
bbl. and no purchaser found. 


Sincutar Case.—A detachment of prisoners from 
the Auburn State Prison (10 in number,) arrived yes- 
terday at the Prison at Sing Sing. Among this num- 
ber was a coloured child about six weeks old, who was 
born in the Auburn Prison, and brought down to Sing 
Sing by its mother. The father of the child, who was 
imprisoned at the same time with his wife, still remains 
at Auburn. The prison authorities are in somewhat 
of a quandary in the matter, whether the child is real. 
ly a prisoner or not, is the question. There is nothing 
in law authorizing the imprisonment of an innocent 
child, neither can a nurse child be separated from its 
mother. Nor yet can it be made a prisoner, as the 
free child evidently is, without process of law. How is 
it?—WN. Y. Ing. 

Stream Boat Exptosion.—The New Orleans papers 
state that the steamboat ee on her voyage 
from New Orleans to St. Louis, burst her boilers at 
daylight on the morning of the 1dth ult, near the 
mouth of Arkansas river. The boilers, engine, and 
upper works were carried away, as far aft as the cook 
house. One of the pilots, Mr. Andrew Helms, was 
blown overboard and lost; Julius Fisk, lst engincer, 
killed; 2q do. mortally wounded and dying at mouth 
of Arkansas, and four others (2d cook included) dead ; 
the number of wounded is not precisely known; the 
accounts varying from six to twelve. it is supposed 
that none of the other officers were injured. The ac- 
cident occurred about twenty minutes after the boat 
had wooded, and whilst she was under way. 

The following is a list of the sufferers as far as as- 
certained: Andrew Helm, pilot, Washington co. Pa. 
missing. Julius Fiske, engineer, St. Louis, do. Saml. 
Treiner, carpenter, do. Paul Dishtron, 2d engineer, 
uis, badly scalded. Chas. White, cabin boy, 
Canada, missing. Wm. Bell, passenger, Pike co. Me., 
rie | scalded. James Owen, do. Martinsville, Mo., 
do. Joseph Green, do. Louisville, Ky. ancle broke. 
Jesse Real, bar keeper, Philadelphia, shoulder blade 
broke. Wm. Colvert, passenger, St. Louis. Dr. Geo. 
Smith, do. Warren, Mississippi. Joseph Cheupran, 
do. drowned. Michael, do. badly scalded. Joseph 
Morris, New Orleans, do. D. Britton, Cincinnati, do. 
Thomas Nane, New Orleans, do. Augustus Savage, 
St. Louis, badly scalded and leg broken. Daniel Ro. 
bert, Stewart, dead. 


Inptan News.—-Intelligence has been recejved at Ma- 
dison, Wisconsin, of the murder of twenty Winnebago 
Indians, by a party of Sacs and Foxes, on the Wabesa- 
peneka river. Five others were wounded, and ten ta- 
ken prisoners. The attack was made during the day, 
while the men were principally absent hunting. Four 
Sacs first came to the Winebago camp, giving indica- 
tions of friendship, and immediately after, one hun- 
dred showed themselves and commenced battle. There 
were but five guns in the camp of the Winebagoes, 
and most of these empty, so that but feeble resistance 
was made. ‘Two of the Sacs only were killed. The 
Madison Inquirer says: “We learn from those acquain- 
ted with the Indians, that the assailing party are not 
in all probability Sacs and Foxes. They are thought 
to be a part of the Prophet’s band of Winebagoes, who 
are most of the time with the Sacs and Foxes. The 
Indians that were attacked and killed, are said to be a 
part of Dekorre’s band. There has, for a number of 
years, been a fued existing between the bands of Win. 
nebagoes under charge of Dekorre and the Prophet. 


Grain.—W heat has been sold at Pittsburgh for sixty- 
two and a half cents per bushel, and a large contract 
has been made at fifty cents. The Gazettee of that 
city says thisis below the regular market price, and 
that millers can well afford to pay seventy cents now 
for the purpose of manufacturing flour to send to Balti- 
more and Philadelphia. 


Rait Roap Accipents.—On Saturday last, Mr. Aa- 
ron Pratt, of Framingham, was run over by the gravel 
train, on the Boston and Worcestor Rail Road, and in- 
stantly killed. Mr. Pratt was seventy-five years old, 
and very deaf. The train was moving slowly, and 
within two hundred feet of its stopping place. The 
engine man noticed him, but supposed he would step 
out of the way in season to preserve himself from dan- 
ger. When that became doubtful, the brake was ap- 
plied, the engine being previously reversed, and every 
effort made to stop the curs, and toalarm the man, but 
he did not hear or notice the train until it was near 
upon him, and then in his effort to escape, he fell 
across the rail. 

On the morning of the 2d inst. an accident happen- 
ed on the Baltimore and Philadelphia rail road at the 
water station near Elkton, to Mr. Knight, attached to 
the theatre. He slipped in attempting to enter a car 
after the train was in motion, and falling with his leg 
across the track, the limb was crushed a little above 
the knee, rendering amputation necessary. No blame 
is attached to the officers of the train, as every pre- 
caution was taken to insure that all the passengers 
were safe in the cars before they started; but Mr. 
Knight was in the house at the time. 


Fire Qurpec anp Terris_e Acctipent.—We learn 
from the Quebec Transcript, that on Monday evening 
the 18th ult. a fire occurred which destroyed the house 
of the widow Cummings, in the St. Louis suburbs. 
The worst part of the calamity was, that from 15 to 
20 persons engaged in removing the furniture, were 
terribly burned ; some two or three so badly that their 
lives are despaired of. They were in a room on the 
ground floor, and on the point of going out, when the 
front door became closed by some accident. A small 
quantity of powder in the second story took fire, and 
a jet of flame rushed down the staircase, enveluping 
the whole party. One person, a Canadian, had his arm 
burned to a cinder; others lost their sight, either tem- 
porarily or for ever. ‘The sufferingfand suffocation of 
the persons thus crowded together without chance of 
escape, must have been terrible indeed. 


Nortu Eastern Bounpary.—The British Commis- 
sioners on the North Eastern Boundary have arrived 
at St. Johns, N. B. They had a very severe time in 
the woods, and suffered much from the cold. The 
whole line had been examined by them, and they are 
to depart immediately for England to lay the results 
before the government. 


Frioripa.—Captain Searle, Quarter Master of the 
United States army, was recently shot at by the In- 
dians, while on his way from Augustine to Picolata, 
and received a very severe wound inthe hip. He re. 
mained in a. dangerous state at the latest dates. A 
white man riding behind the carriage on horseback 
was also shot, and has since died of his wounds. 


Insurance Watcnu.—The Fire Insurance Compa- 
nies of New York have organized, at their own ex- 
pense, a corps of forty firemen, under control of the 
chicf engincer, to act as a fire watch, twenty of whom 
are always on duty during the night. It is belicved 
that: this watch will be able to preserve a great amount 
of property. 

Suppen Deatu.—Mr Anthony McConnell, of Spring 
Garden, Philadelphia, fell down in the neighbourhood 
of Ninth and Vine street on Sunday morning while on 
his way to church, and instantly expired. 


Corton.—The cotton crop in the middle and upper 
districts of South Carolina has turned out fully one- 
third more than that of the previous year. 


A Surposep or Spontaneous Combustion.—T he 
New York Gazette states that on Wednesday a woman 
residing in a house in Eldridge street, was discovered 
lying in bed surrounded by flames. How the fire 
originated no one could explain. The woman was 
dreadfully burned and the centre of the bed consumed, 
but no other part of the furniture of the room was in- 
jured. She was taken tothe hospital, and died shortly 
afterward. From the singularity of the appearance of 
the fire and other circuinstances, this is supposed to be 
a case of spontaneous combustion. ‘The woman was 
speechless when discovered, so that the cause of the 
accident could not be ascertained, nor the unfortunate 
creature’s name made known. 


Beware or CounTEerFEITts.—Two men named Frai- 
Jey and Burns were recently arrested at Chambers- 
burg, charged with passing counterfeit five dollur notes 
on the City Bank of New York. The fullowing de- 
scriptions of spurious notes were also found on them: 
tens on the Bank of Owego, N. Y., letter C., dated 
Oct. 20, 1836; tens on the bank of Lyons, N.Y., dated 
Sept. 10, 1837; threes on the Wayne County Bank, 
N. Y., letter A., dated Dec. 20, 1837; and twenty dol- 
Jar notes on the Bank of Oswego, N. Y., letter D., dated 
March 1, 1839. The paper of all the notes was very 
thin, and the filling up and signatures written with 
very black ink. 

It is stated that large numbers of counterfeit notes 


on the Reading Bank of Pennsylvania, purporting to be 
of the denomination of five dollars are now in circula- 
tion, They are said to be an excellent imitation of 
the genuine notes as to colour of paper and the filling 
up, and although the engraving is not so fine, they are 
well calculated to deceive. 

of Carrizrs or Money.—In the case of 
the Bank of Bennington against Messrs. Littles, the 
following exposition of the law affecting the liability 
of agents, was given by Judge Oakley : 

Now as to the law on this matter, a package of 
moncy being taken in charge, and an error occuring, 
on its being discovered the error may be rectified, as 
in the case of a wrong receipt or other piece of writ- 
ing. A man receiving moncy and giving a receipt, if 
he fails to count it at the time, then the burthen of 
proof, if an error, falls wholly upon him. So in a bank, 
a person taking away oe package of money and does not 
at the time count it, then he may allege a mistake, if 
one exists, but he is bound to prove it. . 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


FROM THE EAST. 


The ship Nantasket arrived yesterduy from Can. 
ton, whence she sailed on the 20th of July. She brings 
no novelties however, in the way of intelligence, the 
state of matters being much the same as at the date 
of our intelligence via London. The English mer- 
chants remained at Macao, whence Captain Elliott 
now and then fulminated a proclamation, enjoining 
his countrymen not to comply with the Chinese regu- 
lations. The American merchants, on the contrary, 
had generally complied, and the restri@tions on their 
trade were in great part removed. 

It is said that the intoxicating preparation of hemp, 
so much employed in Egypt and other Oriental coun. 
tries, is coming rapidly into use among the Chinese, 
as a substitute for opium—for drunk they will get, it 
seems, by one means or another. 

From Batavia, under date of July 26th, intelligence 
is received of a suspension of specie payments by the 
Java Bank—caused, it is said by the heavy drains of 
the government—proubably to defray the expenses of 
the war it is carrying on in Sumatra, where, as we 
ledrn, the Dutch are prosecuting a scheme of conquest 
on a pretty extensive scale. A remittance of three 
million guilders was expected from Holland, but 
until its arrival the government was under the neces- 
sily of selling tin, spices, and coffee, of which it holds 
a monopoly.—N. Y. Com. Adv. 


FROM SOUTH AMERICA. 


Letters from Montevideo, dated October 4th, say 
that at the time of writing a battle was in progress be- 
tween the forces of Rivera and Echague, about six 
leagues from the city. Lavalle had had a fight with 
the troops sent against him by Rosas, in Enter Rios, 
and defeated them. The citizens of Montevideo were 
all in an uproar, preparing to defend themselves should 
— be defeated and Echague advance upon the 
capital. 


For the Presbyterian. 
OBITUARY. 


Departed this life at her husband's residence, on the 
20th ult., Jang, wife of Mr. Samuet Craven, a ruling 
elder in the Presbyterian Church of Neshaminy. For 
many years she had been a consistent member of this 
ancient church, and, in common with others who loved 
the cause of the Redceiner, she felt a deep interest in 
the prosperity of this troubled and afflicted Zion. Hav- 
ing always enjoyed uninterrupted health and generous 
spirits, she bade fair to continue on earth yet many 
years. She was truly amiable, tender-hearted, and 
ready to administer aid and consolation to those who 
were in sickness and need. Her loss is deeply la- 
mented by a bereaved and most dearly attached hus- 
band and children; for she was in all respects an af- 
fectionate wife and mother. In an hour when herself 
and none of her relatives or attendants supposed her 
end was nigh the Son of Man came. What has been 
the church’s loss, and the loss of her numerous ac- 
quaintance, is doubtless her eternal gain. May the 
Divine Comforter cheer the hearts of her doubly-af- 
flicted family, and sanctify this unexpected removal of 
one of its members to the entire church with which 
she was connected. A most soleinn and impressive 
warning for every Christian professor to be ready with 
the loins girded, and with the heart’s affections ardent 
with love to Jesus—“ Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints.” 

Diep, at the residence of Mr. A. Martin, near Phila- 
delphia, on the 22d November, with a rapid decline b 
consumption, and in the exercise of that peace whic 
the Christian hope alone can give, Miss Exiza H. 
Knapp, aged 22, daughter of Rev. Isaac Knarr, of 


Westfield, Massachusetts. 


BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Board of Missions acknowledges 
the receipt of the following sums of money, during 
November, 1839. 


Pennington, N. J., to con. Mr. Jno. Wray, an 
Philadelphia, Ist Presb. ch., Penntownship, . 
Do. Central ch., Alexander Henry, 
$100; Lewis Brown, $20; John Hassin- 
ger, $1; Mrs. E. Hassinger, $1; col. in 
church, $46; S. Hibler, $5; A Female 
Friend of Missions, $5; Rev. John 
McDowell, D. D., $10; Sarah Steinfeltz, 
$2; Mrs. Taber, $2; A Member, $50; 
James Wray, $5 ; J. Sibley, $3; M. and 
S. Eckert, $2; James Field, (in part) 
$50; A. J. Miller, $25; F. N. Buck, $20 ; 
E. Coolidge, $10 ; D. Kirkpatrick, $10; 
J. Macauley, $5; R. B. Putter, $5; J. F. 
Howe, $5; E. R. Johnston, $2; G. W. 
Pierson, $1; Mrs. Groen, 50 cents; Mrs. 


$66 25 
14 48 


Wall, 50 cents, . . 386 00 
West Hanover Presbytery, Va., Capt. Samuel 
McCorkle, T'r. Ex. Com. Bd. Mis., . 200 00 


Knightstown, Ind. per Rev. D.Smock, . 1 00 
Franklin, Ind. mon. con. coll. $33.92; collec- 
tions, $36.81 ; donation Rev. D. Monfort, 
$25 ; Hopewell, Ind. col., $8.51, per Rev. 
D. Montfort, . 106 24 
Bridesburgh, Pa., tocon. Rev. Jno. Mason, an 
hon. mem, per Mr. Jenks, 
Proceeds of legacy of Mrs. Sarah Anderson, 
late of Hopewell township, York county, 
Pa., afier deducting State tax, $138.75 ; 
Rev. M. Boyer and others, $1.25, per 


Rev.S. Boyer, . 50 00 
nion and Big Spring, Obi *n. per Rev. 

Samuel bode 2000 
Hanover, Ohio, coll’n. per Rev. J. Robertson, 50 00 
Carlisle, Pa. 2d Presb. ch. per R. Irvine, Tr. 90 00 
Baltimore, Md. Geo. Morris, donation, - 100 00 
* Dr. Linius Stevens, N.Y. 50 00 
Kempsville, Va. donation, Rev. R. Galbraith, 4 00 
Albany, N. Y. North Dutch ch. ; 

balance of subn. for support 
of a missionary, $23 75 
Newburgh, N. Y. Ladies, Rev. Mr. 
Johnston's ch. (in part) 20 00 
Albany, Gentlemen’s Association, 
for support of a missionary, 40 00 
Middidetown, Orange co. N. Y. 
from several individuals, . 3100 
Mount Hope, Orange co. N. Y. Rev. 
E. Downer, $10; individuals, 
$4.50; Rev. W. Johnston, $5. 19 50 
Goodwill, do. Rev. W. Blain’s cong. 90 00 
Goshen, N. Y.in part, - - 
Hopewell, N. Y. Rev. Mr. Leggett’s 
Scotchtown, N. Y. Samuel Miles- 
ugh’s bal. to con. himself an 
mem, =. 33 00 
Mr. MeWilliams, $5; Cash $2.50 ; 
per Rev. J. K. Davis, - —+307 50 
$1507 47 


Ww. Nassau, Treasurer. 

# Dr. Stevens acknowledges the receipt of the follow- 
ing sums, at the Missionnry Office in New York. 

From cong. of Bound Brovk, N. J. per Rev. 


Ladies’ Mis. Soc. Charleston, 8. C. . - 4 50 
W. B. Winer, Middictown, 9 00 
Presb. ch. Baskinridge, N. Y. IS 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


The Trustees of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the Wnited States of America ac- 
knowledge the reccipt of the following sums for de- 
fraying the expenses of the law suit: 


From Presbytery of Blairsville, - - $40 00 
Do. 4 of Beaver, 36 25 
Do. of Orange, - : 60 00 
Do. of Georgia, - - 60 00 

Rev. N. Murray, lst Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth town, - 10 00 
Rev. Thos. L. Janeway, Church Rahway, 6 00 
$212 25 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
—— received — the month of Nov. 1839. 


Presb. ch. Scotchtown, N. Y. by Rev. Mr. 
P rime, . $65 00 
Miss Frances Southampton, L. I by 

Of Rutgers st. ch. N. Y. in part, by Rev. Wm. 

Collected by Rev. D. Deruelle in Western Pa. 56 25 
Ch. of Mercersburg, Pa. Rev. T. Creigh pas- 

tor, by Cor. Sec. ‘ , - 25 00 
Presb. of Elizabethtown, by Rev. N. Murray, 45 00 
Of A. Ingram, Jr, collected in Western Pa. 

and Ohi 193 75 
Ch. of Greencastle, Pa. by Rev. A. B. Quay, 

Agent, ‘ 4000 
Ladies of Valley Creek ch. Dallas co. Ala. in 

part, to constitute their pastor, Rev. Juni- 

us B. King, an hor. mem., . . 3500 
Ch. of Bridgeton, N. J. additional, including 

$12 from the Sabbath School, and $37 

from the Ladies Education Society, by 

Rev. Wm. Chester, 99 25 
Legacy of Sarah Anderson of Hopewell town- 

ship, York co. Pa, including $1.25 from 

Rev. S. Boyer and : - 5000 
Of Mr. E. Clark, of Rye, N. Y. to constitute 

his pastor, Rev. Edward D. Bryan, an 

honorary member, 450 00 
Of Wm. Nisbet, Tr. Louisville, Ky. collected é' 

by Rev. J. Wood, ‘ ‘ - 37 50 
Rev. John Carter, Tr. Sacred Fund, Ist Pres. 

ch. Greenwich, N. J., ‘ - 37 50 
Members 2d Presb. ch. Troy, N. ¥. by Mr. 

Charles H. Kellogg, 29 29 
Premium on New York notes, , orn 
Ch. of Greensburgh, Westmoreland co. Pa. 

sent by Mr. J. Postlethwaite, . . 35 00 
Members of the 8th Presb. ch, Philadelphia, 175 00 

$1055 04 


J. B. Treasurer. 


FOREIGN MISSIONARY BOARD. 


Cash received at Philadelphia in November, 1839 : 
Greenwich, Warren cv., N. J., sacred fund of 
Ist Presbyterian Church, per John Car. 

Spring Creek, Mon. Concert collection, -per 
Rev. D. McKinney, pastor, - : 
Scrubb Grass church collection, $14; Har- 
risville church, $10; for the purchasing 

of either Old or New Testaments, but 
especially the latter, for native heathen 

of the station with which H. R. Wilson, 

Jr., is connected, who have never had an 
opportunity or the means of procuring 
either; per J. R. Agnew, 
Shippensburg, Pa, Female Bible Society for 
the purchase of either Old or New Tes- 
taments for the native heathen of the 
station with which H. R. Wilson is con- 
nected in India; per Elvira Latimer, 
Philadelphia 10th Presbyterian church, Mrs. 
Geo. Ralston, subscription, - 
Southern Buard of Foreign Missions, per Jas. 
- Adger, Treasurer, $1706.92, exchange 
$43.77, - : : - - 1750 69 
Chronicle, - 3 00 


$2012 69 
Soromon Treasurer. 


$95 00 
10 00 


24 00 


30 00 
100 00 


PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The Presbytery of Philadelphia will hold an ad. 
ae meeting on Tuesday, 10th inst., at 3 o’clock, 
. M., in the lecture room of the Sixth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia. 
Wa. M. Enctes, Stated Clerk. 


RESBYTERIAN PUBLICATIONS.—The Board of Pub- 
lication of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, have recently issued the following valuable Books, viz. 
1. ‘he Way of Salvation Familiarly Explained, in a Con- 
versation between a Father and his Children. An excellent lit- 
tle work for young persons. Price 15 cents. 

2. The Mute Christian under the Smarting Rod; with Sove. 
reign Antidotes for every Case; by the Rev. Thomas Brooks. 
Price 38 cents. 

3. The Great Concern of Salvation; by the Rev. Thomas 
Halyburton. Abridged for the Board. Price 31 cents, 

4. or oe between Ex 
mental a etical Religion : designed for Young Christians, 
by the Rev. E. Mannering. Price 38 cents. 7 

5. Self Employment in Secret: An_ Inquiry into 
the State of the Soul; Thoughts upon Painful A fflictions ; Me- 
morials for Practice; by the Rev. John Corbet. Price 20 cents. . 

6. A Treatise on Scripture Doctrine of Original Sin ; with 
ny mm Notes; by the Rev. Henry A. Boardman, Price 

cents, 

7. The Pleasures of Religion ; by the Rev. Henry Foster Bur- 
der, D.D. Price 38 cente. 

8. The Revocation of the Ediet of Nantes, and its uen- 
ces to the Protestant Churches of France and Italy ; containing 
Memoirs of some of the sufferers in the Perseeution attending 
thatevent. Price 31 cents. 

9. ‘Nhe Utility and Importance of Creeds and Confessions; 
by the Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D. Price 25 cents. 

10. The Psalms and Hymns approved by the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Chureh in the United States. In a 
variety of sizes and styles of binding. 

_ 11, An Exposition of a portion of the Epistle to the R 
in the form of Questions and Answers; by the Rev. J. J. Jane- 
D.D. Price 15 cents. 

he Board have several other works in press, and preparing 
for press. Among others, a new stereotpye edition of the Con- 
fession of Faith, Life of John Knox. Memoir of Captain James 
Wilson, Reformed Pastor; by Rev. Richard Baxter. Letters 
to an Anxious Inquirer; by late Rev. T. Cariton Henry, D. D, 
Charnock on Regeneration. 

Besides the Books, twenty-one Tracts have been published ; 
the smallest consisting of 12 pages, and the | t of 130 
Of these, various editions have been issued. Nine of these are 
alvo published in a 12mo volume. Price 50 cents. 

G7 Orders fur Books or Tracta, from Presbyteries, Churches, 
Booksellers, and others, should be addressed to William Ss. 
Martien, Publishing Agent of the Board, South-East corner of 
Seventh and George streets, Philadelphia. 

*,” Donations for the Board should be sent to A. W. Mitchell, 
M. D., Treasurer, Walnut, above Broad street, Philade!lphia, 

WM. S. MARTIEN, Agent for the Board, 
Corner Seventh and George streets, Philadelphia. 


C7 The Watchman of the South, the Charleston Observer, 
Presbyterian Advocate, The Protestant and Herald, and the 
New York Observer, will insert the above four times, and send | 
their bills to the Publishing Agent. dec 7—4t 


HE YOUNG LADY’S COMPANION,—The Young Lady's 
Companion, in a series of Letters, by Margaret Coxe, au- 
thor of Botany of the Scriptures, &e. Just received, and for 
for sale by WM. S. MARTIEN, 
‘ti Corner of Seventh and George streets, Philadelphia. 
7 


UBLICATIONS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL SOCIETY.—Newcomé’s Infant School 
Question Book, A system of oral instructivun, adapted to draw 
out the minds of very small children, and impart a knowledge 
of the simple truths of the gospel in a manner caleulated (by 
the Divine blessing) to affect their hearts; on a plan entirely 
new, affording matter sufficient for the period of a child's con- 
tinuance in Sabbath School. Price 12} cents. 

Newcomb’s Teachers’ Aid. A collection fof aneedotes for the 
Illustration of Religious Truth, desi to accompany the 
above; and also fur the use of teachers generally. Price 38 

Newcomh’s First Question Book. vol. I. Topical ar t 
of subjects, embracing the simple and 
of the gospel, in fifty-two lessons—a select portion of Seripture 
printed at the heads of the lesson, with questions and references 
to other passages ; comprising the account of the Creation, Fall, 
and Redemption, al] the commandments, and a variety of other’ 
instruction. Designed especially for small children; but used 
in many schools, from choice, in all the classes, Price 124 cents, 
This book has been published about two years and a 
ing which 3000 copies have been printed. 


dur- 
Newcomé's First Question Book, vol. II, On the same plan. 
P 124 cents, 
een Scripture Questions, vol. I. Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, Price 183 cents, 
Newcomb's Scripture Questions, vol. II. 1 Corinthians, Price 


24 cents. a 
Scripture Questions, vol. III, 2 Corinthians, Ti- 
tus, and Jude, in p - These volumes are designed to pro- 
mote the close, critical, consecutive, and practical study of the 
Bible. Each volume contains fifty-two lessuns ; each le em- 
bracing two distinet and inde nt sets of questions—the 
first sufficiently simple for small children, pe lowing the 
plan of the First Question Book ; and the designed fully 
to bring out the meaning and application of the text, for the 
older scholars and Bible classes. : 

Newcombh's Sabbath School Church History, nine volumes ; each 


tle. These volumes are practical, and adapted to the circum- 
stances of the Church and world at the present day. The So- 
ciety also pulish a great variety of books suitable for Sabbath 
School Libraries, embracing Biography, Missionary History, 
&e. with many entertaining and useful little volumes. 

Feeling the importance of thorough doctrinal instruction, the 
Society encourage the bringing out, in their publications, as 
distinetly and fully as the nature of the subject ursed will 
admit, the distinguishing doctrines of the Bible. They have 
bound up in uniform style their 18mo vols., lettered them S. 5. 
L., numbered from 1 to 127, and 
50 catalogues, fur B33 ; without case $30. 


‘ be had of 
GEO. W. DONOHUE, 
dee 7 No, 22 south Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


ALUABLE THEOLOGICAL BOOKS.—J. Whetham, 
‘Theological and Classica! Bookseller, 144 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia, has recently received from London a large assort- 
ment of the — works in Theology, &e. Among 
which are the fullowing : 

Rev. Richard Baxter’s complete works, 23 vols, 8vo. Rev. 
John Owens’ do, do, 21 vols, 8vo. Lightfoot's do, do. 13 vols, 
8vo, Binghaim's do, do. 8 vols, 8vo. Lardner’s do, do. 10 vols. 
8vo. Romaine’s do, du, 6 vols, 8vo. Tillitson’s do. do. 10 vols, 
8vo. Scott’s (Rev. John do. do. 10 vols. Bishop Bull's do. 
do. 8 vols. vo. Bishop Horsley’s do. do. 8 vols. Svo. 
lock’s do. do. 5 vols. 8vo. Vicesimus Knox’s do. do, 7 vols, Svo, 
Jeremy Taylor’s do, do, 3 vols. royal 8vo, Newton's (Rev. John) 
do. do. 1 vol. 8vo. Paley’s do. do. 5 vols, 8vo. Skelton’s do, do. 
6 vols. 8vo. Barrow’s du, do.8 vole, 8vo Bishop Hurd do. do. 
8 vols, 8vo. Hopkins’ do, do, 4 vols, 8vo. Warburton s do. do. 
12 vols. 8vo. Hervey’s do. do. t vol, 8vo, Leighton’s do. do. 1 
vol. 8vo. Halyburton’s du. do. 1 vol. 8vo. Bishop Berkley's 
do. do. 1 vol. 8v0. Booth’s do. do. 3 vols. 8vo. Bishop Butler’s 
do. do. 1 vol, 8va, 1% 

Exrskines’ do. do, 2 vols, 8vo, Hurrion’s (Rev, John) 
3 vola, 8¥0. Howes’ (Kev, John) do. do, 1 vol. 8vo. Ma 
gowan’« do. do, 2 yols.8vo. ‘To lady’s do, do, vol, 8vo, Watt's 
Dr. leaac) du. do 6 vols, 4to. Ke. 
All the Annuals for 1840, Also all the new 


saje ut the lowest prices. glee 


TTERS ON THE SACRAMENT.—In press, and will 
Lit published in a few ree Letters on the Sacrament of 
ayard, Esq.» a Elder in 

rinece ew Je 
“edditional notes and illus- 


WM. 8S. MARTIEN, 


ut them into neat cases with 


M. Treasurer. 


Corner of Seventh and Gearge streets, 


embracing a period of history by itself, under an independent © 
ti 


Jonathan Edwards’ do. do, 1 vol. royal 8vo. - 
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From the Christian Mirror. 
LOVE.—Marr. xxvi. 39. 
Mourning sinner, dost thou languish 
That no hope appears forthee? - 
Look to Jesue—mark his anguish— 
Prostrate in Gethsemane : 
See the glorious Redeemer 
Humbly bending on his face, 
‘There beneath the moon’s pale glimmer, 
Hear him plead sustaining grace. 
‘Mark that agonizing Spirit, 
_ List those accents’ troubled flow ; 
Hear that tone—Qh sinner hear it— 
_ What can rend his bosom so? 
See him raise the poisoned chalice, 
See him drain ite contents up ; 
‘Oh! the dregs of sin and malice 
Settled in that bitter cup! 


Stricken sinner, Oh adore him. 
Who alone hath power to save ; 

If thou wilt but fall before him, 
Thou shalt triumph o’er the grave. 

Then resolve no more to wander, 
Never from his love depart, 

But be diligent to ponder 

_ All the secrets of thy heart. 


When the, powers of sin sssail thee, 
When no refuge thou canst see, 
Fly to Him—He shall avail thee— 
Struggling in Gethsemane. 
In that trying hour he saw thee, 
Moved by love which none can know ; 
And to purchase pardon for thee, 
Freely drank the cup of wo. 


Oh! what wonderful compassion 
‘Doth the love of God display, 
How uulike the changing fashion 
Of the world which glides away ; 
Though our fathers should forsake us, 
And our mother cease to love, 
Jesus Christ will surely take us 
To his blessed home above. 


BABYLON. 


I climb’d the cliff—I crossed the rock— 
I trod the deserts old— 

I pass’d the wild Arabian tents, 
The Syrian Shepherd’s fold ; 

Behind me far all haunts of men 
Stretched into distance gray, 
When spread befure me, lone and wide, 

The plain of Shinar lay ; 
The boundless plain of far. Linjar, 
Where long, long ages back, 
Abdallah read the silent stars, 
And wrote their mystic track. 


Where art thou, gem of the rich earth! 
City of far renown, 

The glory of the proud Chaldee, 
The green earth’s ancient crown ! 

Where lies the lake that, gleaming wide, 
Gave back thy hundred towers ! 

Where dre thy gardens of delight? 
Thy cedar-s'iaded bowers ? 

Where, where—oh, where rolls rapidly 
Thine ever-flashing river, 

Past marble gate and coluggn’d tower, 
Guarding thy walls forever! 


* 


There is no voice of gladness here, 
No breath of song floats by ; 

I hearken—but the moaning wind 
Is all that makes reply. 

Solemn and lone the silent marsh 
Spreads endlessly around, 

And shapeless are the ruined heaps 
Tat strew the broken ground. 

Sadly, above huge outlines dim, 
Sighs the lone willow bough— 

The last, last voice of Babylon, 
Its only music now. 


Son of Mandane! by whose hand 
The doomed city fell— 

The swift feet of whose soldiery 
Climbed tower and citadel ; 

Thou foundest revelry and mirth, 
Thou foundest dance and song, 

Thou foundest many a banquet fair, 
And many a joyous throng: 

Like the death-angel camest thou, 
When men were care-bereft : 

And is this lone, waste wilderness 
The total thou hast left ? 


Oh, glorious were her palaces, 
And shrines of fretted gold! © 

Then rose the fame of Merodach, 
The house of Belus old: 

And busy life was in her streets, 
Where countless nations thronged ; 

Light footsteps glided through her homes, 
And mirth to her belonged. 

But prophet voices murmured, 
Even in her festal halls ; 

And angel fingers wrote her doom 
Upon the palace-walls. 


At midnight came the Persian, 
Mingling amid the crowd ; 

He heeded not the beautiful, 
He stayed not for the proud ; 

False was her fated river, 
Heedless her gods of stone ; 

He entered at her open gates, - 
He passed—and she was gone! 

Her place on earth abideth not— 
Memorial she hath none ; 

Darkness and ruin thou may’st find, 
But never Babylon! 


THE BURIAL OF BEAUTY. 
BY JAMES GRAHAME. 


But wood and wild, the mountain and the dale, 
The house of prayer itself—no place inspires 
Emotions more accordant with the day, 

Than does the field of graves, the land of rest. 

Oft at the close of evening prayer, the toll, 

The eolemn, funeral toll, pausing, proclaims 

The service of the tomb; the homeward crowds 

. Divide on either hand; the pomp draws near; 
The choir, to meet the dead, go forth, and sing 
Iam the resurrection and the life. 

Ah me' these youthful bearers robed in white, 
They tell a mournful tale; some blooming friend 
Is gone; dead in her prime of years ;—'twas she— 
The poor man’s friend, who, when she could not give, 
With angel tongue pleaded to those who could; 
With angel tongue, and mild beseeching eye, 
That ne’er besought in vain, save when she pray’d 
For longer life, with heart resign’d to die— 
Rejoiced to die, for happy visions bless’d 

Her voyage’s last days, and, hovering round, 
Alighted on her soul, giving presage 

That heaven was nigh. O! whata burst 

Of rapture from her eyes! what tears of joy 

Her heavenward eyes suffused ! Those eyes are clos’d, 
But all her loveliness is not yet flown. 

She smil’d in death, and still her cold, pale fa :e 
Retains that smile, as when a waveless lake, 

Ja which the wint’ry stars all bright appear, 

Is. sheeted, by a nightly frost, with ice, 

‘Still it reflects the face of heaven unchang’d. 

Unruffied by the breeze, or sweeping blast. 


SPEARS. 


On proceeding to the Dead Sea from Jericho 
with several equestrians powerfully armed, we 
were preceded by a per-on of great bodily power 
with a long spear, exclaiming in a wild how}, 
* Ollah, Ollah !” This was not only an instrument 
of war, or “slaughter-weapon,” but carried as a 
mark of honour, and he galloped to and fro flourish- 
ing it with great dexterity. It appears to have 
been adopted so far back as the time of the first 
kings of Israel, (1 Sam. i. 6; Judg. xvii. 17; xxii. 
6; xxvi. 7,8; 2 Sam. xxi. 8,) and on one occa- 
sion the men of valour who used these amounted 
to 300,000, (2 Chron. xiv. 8.) Those labourers 
also employed in building the walls of Jerusalem 
were furnished with them, to repel any attack on 
them during the operation. We also find that a 
similar instrument was stretched out by Joshua 
against Jericho; and 200 men were armed with it, 

‘who accompanied horsemen to bring the great 
apostle to Felix the governor, (Acts xxiii. 23.) I 
_own I never beheld this particular instrument at 
any time in the holy land, without being strongly 
reminded of the application of it by the Roman 


‘goldier to the side of our Lord when he was 
xix. 34.)\—Rae 


stretched out on the cross, (John 
Wilson's Travels through the Holy 


curred within my knowledge, except with the 
drinkers of tea and coffee; and not a case has fail- 


THE PRES 


BYTERIAN. 


TREES STRUCK BY LIGHTNING. 


Among the many phenomena of lightning, none 
are perhaps more striking than its effects on wood, 
by cleaving it, in the direction of its length, intoa 
number of thin laths, or into still smaller frag- 
nents. M. Arago observes, that nothing appears 
to him to indicate more clearly and directly the ac- 
tion of aqueous vapour than the singular tearing 
into shreds which wood undergoes when it has 
been penetrated by lightning. Arago then adduces 


these illustrative data : 
struck the Abby of St. 


“A flash of amos 
Medard de Soiesous in the year 1676, and the fol- 
é its effects on some of 


lowing is the description o 
the rafters of the roof, by an eye-witness: ‘Some 
of them were found to the depth of three feet, di- 
vided almost from top to bottom, into the form of 
very thin laths; others of the same dimensions 
were divided into the form of long and fine match- 
es; and, finally, some were divided into such deli- 
cate fibres, that they almost resembled a worn-out 
broom.’ Let us now proceed to green wood, and 
we shall find that the effects are analogous. On 
the 27th of June, in the year 1760, the Ba. gare, 
struck at the Abbey of Val, near the island Adam, 
a laige isolated oak fifty-two feet high, and some- 
what more than four feet diameter at its base. The 
trunk was entirely stripped of its bark. This bark 
was found dispersed in small fragments all round 
the tree, to the distance of. thirty and forty paces. 
The trunk, till within about two yards of the 
ground was cleft longitudinally into portions al- 
most as thin‘as laths. The branches were still con- 
nected with the trunk; but they, too, were depri- 
ved of every particle of bark, and had been sub- 
jected to the most remarkable longitudinal slicing. 
lhe trunk, branches, leaves, and bark, did not ex- 
hibit any trace of combustion, and they appeared 
ey dried up and withered. 

“On the 20th of July of the same year, the 
lightning struck a large oak in the forest of Ram- 
bouillet. On this occasion the branches were tota)- 
ly separated from the trunk, and dispersed around 
with a certain degree of regularity. They did not 
appear to be withered, and their bark seemed 
sound. The trunk itself had not been peeled 
clean, but like the oak of the island Adam, it had 

me a mere bundle of laths; there was also this 
difference, they were prolonged in this form to the 
very ground, instead of the process being arrested 
at a certain height. ; 

“ I cannot resist the desire I feel to cite a third 
case, of which Professor Munke has given an ac- 
count in Poggendorff’s Annals. ‘The diameter of 
the oak examined by the German philosopher was 
upwards of three feet, at the level of the ground. 

he entire trunk of this great tree disappeared ; 
or, to speak more accurately, the lightning had se- 
parated it into shreds many yards long, and be- 
tween a line and a line and a half in thickness, si- 
milar to the portions that a gouge would have de- 
tached. Three branches from twenty to twenty- 
four inches in diameter had fallen vertically, cut 
clean through as if by a single stroke of a hatch- 
et: they preserved their leaves and branches. Not 
the slightest traces of inflammation or carboniza- 
tion were perceived. The total absence of carbo- 
nization, the division of the trunk of the tree into 
such numerous and delicate filaments, the disper- 
sion of these filaments into a thousand different. di- 
rections, all this, I repeat, appears to be the neces- 
sary consequence of the action of some elastic 
force which had developed itself between the fibres 
of the wood. By means of a flash of lightning, 
suddenly transformed into steam, the hydrometic 
water which is contained in the old rafters of a 
roof, and in the sap which fills the longitudinal ca- 
pillary tubes of a growing tree, you will produce, 
in every particular, the phenomena of the rafters 
at the Abbey of St. Medard de Soissons, and of 
the oaks of the island Adam, of the forest of Com- 
peigne, &c.* | 

“ Flashes of lightning sometimes produce only 
the partial decortication of trees. On these occa- 
sions it is not rare to find long strips of bark, both 
the outer coarse bark and the inner and finer mewn- 
brane, completely detached below, and still adher- 
ing to the trunk near its summit; but all these 
instances of bark torn from below upwards, no 
longer subserve the object for v.hich they have 
been adduced, so soon as steam is considered as the 
possible agent by which the process of decortica- 
tion has been accomplished.” 

The following position, by M. Arago, is, also, 
very striking: 

“IT may make precisely the same remarks con- 
cerning another phenomenon which has been point- 
ed out by observers with the same assiduous care, 
and which relates to the leaves of those trees that 
have been struck by lightning. ‘The leaves of the 
trees at Marsillargues, upon the property of M. 
Mourgues, as also the leaves of the trees in the 
Champs Elysées, which were examined by M. 
Marchais, were yellow, crisp, as if roasted, and 
convex on their under sides; whilst the green sur- 
face of the opposite and upper side nad not under- 
gone any alteration, excepting only that their 
planes, instead of being somewhat convex, had be- 
come conrave, precisely as happens on those sides 
of sheets of parchment which are turned from the 
fire. Here, it is maintained, another striking proof 
is afforded that the flaming current of the light- 
ning passed below upwards. ‘The movement from 
beneath upwards seeins, in truth, sufficiently esta- 
blished ; but who will venture, in the present state 
of the inquiry, to affirm, that the ascending current 
was not produced by steam at a high temperature, 
probably not saturated, and resulting from the eva- 
poration produced by the agency of a descending 
flash of lightning acting upon the humidity of the 
soil? Finally, we might have recourse to the same 
agency of steam in explaining how, at the foot of 
trees that have been struck, we often find the sod 
turned over, and sometimes opened up at either 
side of the laceration of the soil, like the leaves of 
an open book. 

“In thas prosecuting this minute discussion, I 
have endeavaured to demonstrate that the facts, 
upon which many natural philosophers believe that 
they have established the existence of ascending 
lightning, do not confer upon their labours the cha- 
racter of true demonstration. I unreservedly ad- 
mit the existence of ascending lightnings. I know 
well that natural philosophers of the highest cha- 
racter disbelieve in thei; 1 also know that they 
disdain to enter into any discussion upon the sub- 
ject; but facts should, and will prevail over the 
most imposing authorities. When Maffei, now 
about a century ago, resolved to publish his ideas 
upon ascending thunder-bolts, based upon a local 
phenomenon he had observed at the Castle of Fos- 
dinovo, he had the —— more prudent in 
this respect than Galileo, to demonstrate that he 
could reconcile his views with the passages in the 
Holy Scriptures, in which notice is taken of fire 
falling from heaven on Sodom and Gomorrha, and 
of lightning descending from the clouds, &c. For- 
tunately, in the present day, the most celebrated 
scientific theories, though to some individuals ob- 
jects of a religious veneration, do not require the 
same kind of reserve. Every one may now ex- 
amine them, and may criticise and debate concern- 
ing them; and requires only to stop where the 


field-‘of observation and experiment is veiled from | P® 


his path,” 

* Lightning often strikes trees quite dead, whilst 
the external and conspicuous damage is altogether 
trifling. Mr. Tull, the auther of The Philosophy of 
Agriculture, is of opinion that this effect is the conse- 
quence of the rupture of the small vessels, across 
which the lightning has forced its way. According 
to our view, the lightning, in this case, acts mechanic- 
ally, as does ice, when it tears the capillary tubes 
which form the succulent twigs of certain plants. At 
the same tine, as the agueous juices dilate much more 
in passing from the liquid state to that of steam than 
they do in congealing, the meteor ought to produce 
more numerous, and also more violent ruptures. By 
taking this view of the phenomenon, physiologists will, 
perhaps, be enabled to recognise the particular mode 
of action by which lightning produces death in the 
more common way. 

Sick Head-Ache.—This is a disease with which 
some people are terribly afflicted—and a hint on 
this subject may be useful. Dr. Burbell, of New 
York, in a letter to Dr. Alcott, of Boston, says, 
“ Not a case of the sick head-ache has ever oc- 


ed of being cured on the entire renunciation of 
them.” 


ALPACA WOOL. 


There were exhibited at the British Association 
model room, and also at the Atheneum Room, 


Temple row, by William Danson, wool broker, of were made sometimes of ivory, sometimes of a : 
t 


Liverpool, samples and a manufactured specimen 
of Alpaca, in imitation of silk; they were without 
dye, as black as jet, and more valuable than wool. 
The animals producing this woo! (of the Liama 
tribe) might with advantage be propagated by the 
agriculturists of the United Kingdom. ‘The Alpa- 
ca is well suited to this country, but more particu- 
larly to Scotland and Wales, being an inbabitant 


of the Cordelere, a mountainous district in Peru,| & 


below the line of perpetual snow, about 160 miles 
in extent. ‘They are no where else to be found in 
South America, either on the east or western coasts. 
Importations have already taken place to the ex- 
tent of 1,000,000 Ibs., which are likely to increase; 
and some of the animals are already in New South 
Wales. There are five species of Llamas; of these 
the Alpaca has fine wool, six to twelve inches long, 
as shown by the specimens exhibited. It is used 
as deer in the parksof the old Spanish grandees in 
Peru, and its flesh is eatable and equal to any veni- 


son. The Llamas, properly so called, are beasts of 


burden, whose hair is very coarse. The Vicuna 
has very short, fine wool, more of the beaver cast. 
A particular account of each may be found in the 
Penny Cyclopedia, vol. xiii. The Earl of Derby 
has propagated the Alpaca in his private menagerie 
at Knowsley, in Lancashire, and it is stated that a 
Mr. Stephenson, at Oborn, in Scotland, has a few. 
These animals, however, are very scarce in Eng- 
land, only a small number being in the London and 
Live: pool Zoological gardens. We think the Eng- 
lish farmer need not be deterred from rearing these 
animals, as they will not interfere with wool, but 
come more in competition with silk. The Alpaca 
should not be penned up in English parks or gar- 
dens, but left to range in the mountains, where it 
will find food congenial) to its nature, not being sus- 
ceptible of cold, it does not perspire as sheep do; 
the wool exhibits no animal grease, and’ is shipped 
just as when clipped. ‘The animal, therefore, does 
not require the care and attention which sheep do 
in the Highlands of Scotland, who are loaded with 
tar and butter to preserve them from death. ‘The 
Alpaca wool is capable of the finest manufacture, 
and is specially suited to the fine shawl trade of 
Paisely, Glasgow, Edinburgh, &c. The yarns spun 
from it are already sent to France in great quanti- 
ties, at from 68. to 12s. 6d. per Ib. The price of the 
raw Alpaca wool is now 2s. to 2s. 6d. per !b., and 
it is not likely to go below 1s. 6d. Desirous as a 
national benefit, of a more extensive propagation of 
the Alpaca Llama, we understand that Mr. Dan- 
son has offered to furnish, gratuitously, one or two 
pounds of the wool to any agriculturist, or any silk 
or woollen manufacturer, who feels interested in 
the matter, on application to him at Liverpool.— 
Birmingham Adv. 


A LEARNED CAPTAIN. 


To the Editors of the Journal of Commerce. 

GENTLEMEN :—Much has been suid in the papers 
of the praiseworthy efforts of Mr. Elisha Barret, 
the learned Blacksmith, of Worcester, Mass. We 
have also in this city a Captain of a ship, that has 
been trained to the sea from ten years of age until 
this day, who is not only acquainted with the popu- 
lar languages of Europe, French, Spanish, Ger- 
man, Danish, and Dutch, with some other minor 
dialects, but is alsoa scholar in Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew. Last winter “this inhabitant of the 
mountain billow” held a public debate, four differ- 
ent evenings, in the city of Rotterdam, in the 
French and German Janguages, with a learned 
(Jew) Professor of Languages, on the Divinity of 
the New Testament, and Jesus Christ the Messiah 
of God, “ the end of the Law for Righteousness to 
all that believe.” The Old Testament was read 
in its original language ; while the fidelity of Pro- 
testant interpretation was shown from the Prophe- 
cies in six different languages. The Professor ac- 
knowledged to the American Captains, * Your 
countryman, the Captain is better acquainted with 
the Old Testament than any man I ever conversed 
with; and his knowledge of the Books of Moses, 
with the customs of our people, is scarcely equal- 
led by any Jew in Rotterdam. Really, there are 
some things that he is better acquainted with, hav- 
ing seen them practised on the coast of Africa by 
the Jews, which the laws of Holland, indeed of all 
Christian Europe, and our sense of decency will 
not permit us to practice.” Jt was the report with 
the common Jews that “the Captain was a Jew.” 
The Captain weekly attends, including English 
and the Synagogues, the worship of God in five 
different languages in this city. He says, “ I at- 
tend the Synagogue to hear their new German 
Hebrew Readers, as an American or Englishman 
cannot read Hebrew with any probable degree of 
its original pronunciation.” He was asked what 
induced him to attempt an acquaintance with 
Greek and Hebrew. He answered, “ When 
young, my mind was seriously impressed with the 
import and sublimity of the Christian religion ; but 
my knowledge and delight in astronomy made me 
a skeptic in its reality and divinity, contrary to all 
the internal evidence that forced itself on my soul, 
in conviction of sin, or joy of redemption, My 
mind was continually crowded by—-“ It is impossi- 
ble that God would take upon himself the likeness 
ofhuman flesh to make an atonement for such a 
contemptible pebble as this, the most inferior of all 
planets, (except the moon,) when he is the adora- 
ble Creator of innumerable worlds of splendour, 
that excelin glory and magnitude our very sun. 
I doubted all interpretations, and external evidence 
of every kind I dare not venture upon. I was re- 
solved to attempt the Greek. I surmounted its 
difficulties, to my peace and satisfaction. ‘Then | 
grappled Hebrew as for life and death, until I un- 
derstood it sufficiently to the removal of all my 
doubts, and establishment in the fullest confidence 
and belief in the Divine Mission of Him that em- 
phatically claims the appellation of Christ the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the World.” 

G. W. H. 


New York, Nov. 17th, 1839. 


ORIGIN OF VARIOUS TIIINGS. 


We have the peach from Persia, in which coun- 
try it is actually hejd to be a poison. In our cli- 
mate it has lost, by transplantation, much of its 
original coarseness, and is become one of our choic- 
est fruits. The plum was brought from Syria, at 
the time of the crusades. 

Rabbits were formerly held in such high estima- 
lion, that they were brought to table as a very 
choice dish. They once increased to such an ex- 
tent in Spain, that they were suspected of mining 
the ramparts and the liouses of ‘l'aragon, so as to 
cause sume parts of them to fall. 

Oysters were looked upon by the Romans as 
a ‘daint’ dish,’ and the poet Antonious has celebra- 
them in his verses. After the death of this poet, 
however, oysters were no more thought of ; 
and it was not till the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, that they were again brougiit into notice. 
Parmesan Cheese appeared in the more northern 
rtof Europe, for the first time, in the reign of 
Charles VIII. of France. ‘This prince, it would ap- 
pear, in an expedition against Naples, had occasion 
to pass through Placenza, when the magistrates 
offered him some of these cheeses, the enormous 
size of which so greatly astonished him that, out 
of mere curiosity, he sent a number of them to the 
queen and to the Duke of Bourbon. Tiese royal 
persons veniuring to taste them, found them so ex- 
cellent, that from that time, the Parmesan cheeses 
have ranked amongst the finest that can grace a 
royal table. 

Sweetmeats were formerly much used to bribe 
persons of quality, or judges to whom a request 
was to be inade. ‘This custom at last rose to such 
a pitch that Louis IX. of France issued a procla- 
mation, wherein he forbade all judges to take more 
than ten-penny-worth a week. Phillip the hand. 
some subsequently curtailed this quantity to no 
more than what one could use in one day. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centurics, good 
manners required that persons of different sexes, 


when invited to parties, should sit down in couples, | 


and that each couple should have one plate be- 
tween them. 


drank, 
Bede, now such indispensable pieces of furniture, 


Ini families, one goblet was deemed 
sufficient for al], and St. Bertrand was disinherited 
by his father, who was pffected with the leprosy, | 
for having wiped the edge of the goblet before he 


were to the Greeks and Romans articles of great 


] . When exchan the leaves and joining the others in the pursuit. 
kines ae a ns agitated, she set off at full speed to reach another | the 


skins of beasts on which their heroic ancestors re- 
for mattresses and feather beds, the b dsteads 


sometimes of cedar, and sometimes of silver. 
would be difficult, now-a-days, in the middle ranks 
of life, to find beds, such as our ancestors slept on, 
not only with their wives and their children, but 
with their dogs and their friends; an invitation 
to such a couch was then considered the strongest 
proof of affection and confidence, that could be 
ven. 
The first mirrors were made of metal. Cice- 
ro carries the origin of them up to Esculapins: 
Moses, too, makes mention of them. It was in 
the time of Pompey thft the first mirrors were 
made of silver at Rome. Pliny mentions a bril- 
liant stone, probably talc, thin slices of which be- 
ing fixed upon bright metal, reflected objects with 
great aot sory The first mirrors of glass 
appeared in Europe at the latter end of the 
crusades. 


OUR PROTESTANT FOREFATHERS. 


THE LOLLARDS—LORD COBHAM, AND THE SUFFERERS 
UNDER TUE STATUTE OF BURNING HERETICS, 


The death of Wyclif, which took place in 1384, 
checked, but did not crush, the springing plant of 
Reformation. His codes, his opinions, and his prin- 
ciples, were circulated by his followers, who were 
called Lollards; but why so called, we cannot satis- 
factorily explain. In spite of every attempt to keep 
them down, the Lollard Protestants increased in 
numbers, and spread from one country to another. 
Most of their tenets were directed against the doc- 
trines and possessions of the Romish Church. They 
had ample cause tu declaim against doctrines which 
dishonoured God and enslaved men ; and against pos- 
sessions held in England, in great part by foreign- 
ers, and all under the tenure of a foreigner’s per- 
mission, at the will of the Pope. ‘The Romanists 
knew the weakness of their cause too well to trust 
their defence to arguinent and preaching: there- 
fore they obtained an act of parliament, in 1399, 
under which they were empowered fo burn the 
heretics. ‘This act is called tne statute de Hereti- 
co Comburendo ; i. e. fur the burning of heretics. 
What a Parliament! What a state of things! 
What a picture of popery! Here is no conceal- 
ment! The object of the bill was openly professed 
—to burn heretics! The preamble of the act 
runs in this style: ** Whereas divers unauthorized 
preachers go about teaching new doctrines and 
heretical opinions, making conventicles and con- 
federacies, holding schools, writing books, misin- 
forming the people, and daily committing enormi- 
ties too horrible to be heard,” &c.: it then enacts, 
“ Therefore, if any person so convicted shall re- 
fuse to abjure such preachings, doctrines, opinivns, 
schools, and informations, he shali be burnt on a 
high place before the people, that such punishment 
may strike terror into the minds of others.” This 
account of the proceeding is copied from a Roman 
Catholic History of it (Dr. Lingard’s.) Observe, 
therefore, under the Roman Catholic establishment 
in this country, when the Papists were in power, 
_ establishment and that power against which 

rotestants are so called for protesting,) men were 
to be burnt for teaching new doctrines and hereti- 
cal opinions, making conventicles and confede- 
racies, teaching schools, writing books, and misin- 
forming the people! The act of parliament speci- 
fies no other crime; for the charge “ of daily com- 
mitting enormities too horrible to be heard,” 
ineans nothing: if any enormity had really been 
committed by the Lollard Protestants, their adver- 
saries would have been too glad to state it fwly and 
by name, to justify the severity of this Burning 
Act. But this statute was not rigid enough; 
therefore the House of Commons, which was full 
of Roman Catholics in that day, petitioned the 
King, that * when any man or woman was taken 
and imprisoned for Lollardism, he inight be instant- 
ly put on his answer, and have such judgment as 
he deserved™Mor an example to others of such 
wicked sect, that they might soon cease fro:n their 
wicked preachings, and keep themselves to the 
Christian faith.” 

Popery and Protestantism now began fairly to 
display their opposite characters in England at the 
religious trials and executions which took place. 
In 1400, William Sautre, rector of Lynn, in Nor- 
folk, after begging that he might be permitted to 
dispute before the Lords and Commons on the sub- 


ject of religion, was brought to trial, and burnt on 


charges of which the following were the principal : 
“ He saith that he will not worship the cross on 
which Curist suffered, but only Cuaist that suffer- 
ed upon the cross ;” also, “ that he would svoner 
worship a temporal king than the aforesaid wooden 
cross;” also, “that every priest and deacon are 
more bound to preach the word of God, than to say 
the canonical hours;” also, “ that after pronouncing 
of the sacramental words of the body of Christ, the 
bread remaineth of the same nature that it was be- 
fore, neither dows it cease to be bread.” 

Soon afterwards, John Badly was committed to 
the flames for no greater crime than this avowal : 
“ After the con-ecration the bread remained the 
same material bread which it was before; never- 
theless, it is a sign of sacrament of the living God, 
I believe the omnipotent God in Trinity to be One. 
But if every conscrated host be the Lord’s body, 
then there are twenty thousand gods in England.” 

In 1417, during Henry V.’s reign, the celebrated 
Sir John Oldcastle, Lord Cobham, was roasted 
alive by a slow fire, after having been condemned 
as a heretic; or to use the words of his sentence, 
which sets forth Popery and Protestantism in con- 
tra-distinction, because “ we have found him not 
only an evident heretic in his own person, but 
also a mighty maintainer of other heretics, against 
the faith and religion of the holy and universal 
Church of Rome; namely, about the two sacra- 
ments of the altar and of penance, besides the 
Pope’s power and pilgrimages ” 

The offences of which Lord Cobham was guilty, 
were his maintenance of a great number of itine- 
rant preachers in many parts of the country; his 
care in collecting, transcribing, ond circulating the 
works of Wyclif among the common peo)l», and 
more especially his zeal in having copies of Wyc- 
lif’s Bible multiplied at a very great expense to 
himself. 


RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN TUSCANY. 


We find the following notice of the deputation 
to the Jews given by the Leghorn correspondent 
of the Berlin church newspaper, (6th July.) 

“ The members of the deputation from the Scot- 
tish church, who are on their way to Jerusalem, to 
inquire into the state of the Jews, were here late- 
ly, and distributed some religious tracts concerning 
the melancholy, moral, and religious c:ndition of 
this people, to whom they could not speak in their 
own language. Upon account of this irregularity, 


they were immediately informed against to the 


police ; but fortunately they found in the judge a 
truly religious man, weil acquaint:d with his Bible, 
who contented himself with depriving them of all 
tracts in the Italian language. ‘This appeared to 
the Popish priests to be too mild a punishment, 
and they appealed to Florence; and soon after an 
edict came, which condemned Drs. Keith and 
Black to perpetual banishment from Tuscany ! 
They were already embarked before this frightful 
order arrived.” ‘So much for Popery and tolera- 
tion ! 


THE WEAZLE. 


Thisanimal, diminutive as it is, appears to be 
the only wild one in this country wiich ever dares 
to attack the human species. This weazles only 
do when there is a number of them together; 
singly, they run off at the approach of a man, but 
it is a serious thing to encounter a body of them, 
their activity rendering it impossible to watch and 
frustrate the motions of all. A young woman, on 
one occasion, very narrowly escaped their fangs. 
She was walking from the town of Kirkendbright, 
to her father’s house, a few miles distant, and af- 
ter travelling for some time she struck off the pub- 
lic road, and took a “ near cut ;” and while crossing 
a boggy piece of low-lying land, at a distance from 
any house, her attention was attracted to certain 
shrill cries proceeding from the bottom of a dyke 
over which she was climbing ; being a little alarmed 
at this, she hastened a few steps furward, and upon 
looking back, she observed two weazles running 
after her, while immediately afterwards. upwards 


ofa dozen more issued from the bottom of the dyke | 
Being greatly | 


dyke, over which she jumped, hoping thereby to or 
place a barrier between herself and pursuers, but | 


to her great surprise they came bolting through 


the holes of the second dyke also, chasing her ap- | 


parently with the most determined fury. Upon 


thisthe poor girl ran on until, to use her own words, 
legs to fall | 


“ her heart was like to burst, and her 
under her.” For upwards of a quarter of a mile 
the furious creatures continued close behind, and 
it was not till she had reached a piece of rising 


ground on the other side of the bog that she, 


fairly outstripped them. ‘There can be no doubt, 
that had she fallen or fainted from fright, the 
consequences might have been of the most scri- 
ousnature. ‘The young woman reached home safe- 
ly, deeply thankful for her escape. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


An emperor’s daughter, who was delighted with 
the profound learning, the lively wit, and the strict 
adherence to the precepts of morality and religion, 
which characterized her tutor, one day, inadver- 
tently, made this remark to him: “ What a pity 
that so fine a sou! as yours, is not in a more agree- 
able body!” He made in feply the following in- 
quiry: “In what sort of vessels, madam, is your 
father’s wine preserved 7” “In earthen vessels,” 
was the answer. “Can that be possible ?” replied 
he: “ Why every citizen preserves his wine in 
earthen vessels: I should have thought that gold 
or silver ones would have been more suitable to 
the dignity of an emperor.” “ You are right,” ex- 
claimed the princess, “and henceforth this mark of 
respect shall not be omitted.” In a few days, how- 
ever, she again accosted her tutor on this subject, 
saying, “In the gaudy vessels you recommemed, ny 
lather’s wine was spoiled; the spirit evaporated; 
while that wine which was placed in the earthen 
ones, improved in quality.” “ Very possible!” 
rejoined the phil.sopher. “ So also with virtue and 
knowledge, the more humble the exterior of that 
in which they are contained, the more luxuriantly 
will they flourish, and the more forcibly excite our 
admiration.” 

Metaphysicians.—The speculations of some of 
our metaphysical writers are as fineand delicate as 
spider's webs; like them, too, unfortunately, they 
catch nothing but flies. 


Self-Praise.—W hen you hear any one makinga 
noise about himself, his merits and his good quali- 
lies, remember that the poorest wheel ot a wagun 
always creaks the loudest. 


Jews in the Holy Land.—Mr. Moses Monte- 
Fiore, brother-in-law of the present Baron Roth- 
child, lately made a visit to Egypt and Syria. He 
made propositions to the Viceroy for three objects : 

1. To establish a commercial bank in Egypt, with 
a capital of two millions sterling. 

2 To purchase territory in Syria, for the benefit 

t the Jews. 
3. To make the oath of Jews admissible inSyr ia, 


as in Egypt. 


Rock.Crystal Watch.—A watch has been pre- 
sented to the Academy «f Science at Paris princi- 
pally formed of rock-crystal. The internal works 
are visible; the two-teethed wheels which carry the 
hands are rock-crystal ; the other wheels are metal, 
to prevent accidents from the breaking of the 
springs. All thescrews are fixed in crystal, and all 
the axles turn on rubies. The escapement is of 
sapphire, the balance whee! of rock-crystal, and its 
springs of gold. The regularity of this watch as 
a tine-keeper, is attributed by the makvr, to the 
feeble expansion of the rock crystal on the balance 
wheel. 


Simple Mode of Purifying Water.—It is not 
so generally known as it ought to be, that pounded 
alum possesses the property of purifying wat'r. A 
large table-spoonful of pulverised alum, sprinkled 
into a hogshead of water, (the water stirred round 
at the time,) will, after the lapse of a few hours, by 
precipitating to the bottom the impure particles, so 
purify it, that it will be found to possess nearly all 
the freshness and clearness of the finest spring wa- 
ter. A pailful containing four gallons, may be pu- 
rified by a single tea-spoonful. 


Minuteness of the Works of Creation.—The 
following account of the minute shells common 
during the eocene period, (the earliest period of 
the tertiary strata) is very curivus :—* 'l’hese lit- 
tle creatures appear to be very numerous during 
this period ; for, in the formations of the Paris ba- 
sin, which correspond to the London clay. a kind 
of rock or sione occurs, called milliolite limest ne, 
which is used in building, and which: is almost en- 
tirely composed of millions of shells no larger than 
a small grain of sand. Yetthese are by nv means 
the most minute creatures who-e remains have 
ben discovered. A peculiar kind of stone has 
been found in Tuscany, in an ounce of which 
10,400 micro-copic chambered shells have been 
found. Of these species, a thousand would nearly 
weigh a grain, and even these are large compared 
with the infusoria which Professor Ehrenberg has 
lately discovered.” 

The Power of Eloquence —When Richard B. 
Sheridan addressed the House of Commons, upon 
one of the charges brought against Warren Hast- 
ings, a distinguished literary character, who at'en- 
ded the debates, and who was the author of a mas- 
terly defence of Hastings, made the following re- 
marks toa friend. At the end of the first hour he 
said, “All this is declamatory assertion without 
proof;” when the second was fini-hed, “* This isa 
must wonderful oration; at the close of the third, 
“ Mr. Hastings has acted very unjustifiably ;” the 
fourth, * Mr. Hastings is a most atrocious crimi- 
nal ;” and at last, “ Of all monsters of iniquity, 
the most enormous is Warren Hastings!” 


Clearness of the Atmosphere at great Eleva- 
tions.—In asceniing high mountains, travellers are 
often much deceived in regard to distance, on ac- 
count of the clearness of the atmosph»re. Capt. 
Head mentions that while among the Andes, he 
dropped a condor-shot, which appeared to fall with- 
in thirty or forty yards of the piace where he stood, 
but on sending a man for it, to his astonishment, 
he found the distance to be so great to take 
above halfan hour in going and recente In the 
Pyrenees, the celebrated cascade of Gavami, ap- 
peas about a short mile from the Auberge, where 
travellers frequen'ly leave their mules to rest, 
while they proceed on foot, little aware that they 
are thereby exposing themselves to a long and la- 
borious walk, of above an hour’s duration. In the 
Andes, Humboldt remarked this phenomenon, stat- 
ing that in the ;nountains of Quito, he could dis- 
tinguish the white po: ch of a person on horseback, 
at the distance of seventeen miles. Another wri- 
ter notices the same fact, and states that he has 
seen the planet Venus, in dazzling sunshine, at 
half past eleven o’cluck from the summit of the 
Pyrenees. 


MEMORIAL OF MRS. BRECKINRIDGE.—A Memori- 
al of Mrs. Margaret Breckinridge, wife of the Rev. John 
Breckinridge, D. D. In two Parts. Embellished with a beauti- 
ful Likeness, by Sartain. 
Part I. Memoir, to which is added, a Sermon, } a eae by 
the Rev. Dr. A. Alexander, on the occasion of her th, 
Part II. Letters of a Grandfather, to the surviving children 
of Mrs. Breckinridge ; by the Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D. 
Just published and for sale by WM. S. MARTIEN, 
sept 14 Corner Seventh and George streets, Philadel pha. 


EW BOOKS.—Glimpses of the Old World; or, Excursions 
im the Continent and in the Isle of Great Britain, by the 
Rev. J. A. Clark, (Reetor of St. Andrews Church, Vhiladel- 
hia,) 2 vole, 12mo. Lectures on the History of Elisha, by the 
ev. Henry Blunt, 12mo. Walks and Wanderings in the 
World of Literature, by the author of the Great Metropolia, 2 
vols, 12mo. How to Live; or the Christian Daughter’s Model, 
18mo. Society, Manners, and Politics in the United States, in 
a series of letters on the United States of America, by M. Cheva- 
lier, vo, A new edition of Cruden’s Concordance to the Bible, 
royal 8vo. Anda fresh supply of the following—Robinson’s 
Greek Lexicon; do. Hebrew Lexicon; Abbot's Hoary Head ; 
MecDonner; Magee on the Atonement; Stevens’ Travels in 
Egypt; &e.; Married Life, &e. Also, all the Annuals for 


40. 

Scott's Bible, a Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, aceord- 
ing to the authorized version by the Rev. Thomas 

copious marginal references—a new edition, printed on fine 
white paper, in 6 vols, royal 8vo. For sale 


by 
J. WHETHA 
144 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


_ writ of gue warranto,and of 1 


Scott, with | 


EPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CASE.—-Recently published, the Report of 
Presbyterian Church Case: ‘Tur Commonweautu 
PENNSYLVaNtA, of the suggestion of Jauzs Topo and 
vs. Asusec Grern, and others. By 
Miter, Jr., a member of the Philadelphia Bar. 


This work contains a full and strict!y impartial Re of all 
the edings on both the trial at Nisi Prius, and motion 
for a new trial; embraciug an abstract of the Pleadings; all 
the Testimony introduced, both documentary and a. A the 
of Mr. Randall and Mr. Hubbell; the A ts of 

r. Meredith, Mr. Preston, Mr. Ingereell, Mr, Wood Mr. Hud- 
bell, Mr Randall, and Mr. Sergeant ; the Charge of Judge Re- 
gers tothe Jury; the Verdict ; the Reasons filed for a new trial, 
and the final Opinion of the Court, delivered by CAicf Justice 
Gibson ; wgether with a Report of the Case of * The State of De- 
laware vs. The New Castle Presbytery,’ or * Francis Hindman’s 
Case,’ deevded by the Supreme Court of that State in 1815, and 
cited by Mr. Sergeant ; the Opinion of Chief Justice JoAns, never 


_ before published, being given in full, The proceydangs prelimi- 


—_ to the trial are brictly narrated in the Preface; and in the In- 
troduction are cuncisely, but clearly explained, the nature of the 
k bee d and bivahed pense 
eport hos been prepared and publis al great ex and 
to Presbyterians and members of the bar, portioulart, resents 
an invaluable record of one of the most mteresting ane iim por- 
tant cases ever decided in America, In correctness and com- 
pletenees, it probably surpasses any work of the same kind and 
extent ever publishe’ in this couutry. The Reporter was as- 
sisted in the preparation ofst by several of the learned counsel, 
The book conta.ns near 600 royal octavo pages, strongly and 
neatly bound in law sheep. Just published and for sale b 
WM. MARTIEN, 
S. E. Corner of Seventh and George street, Philadelphia, 


C7 The work may also be had at the following places: 
New York.—At the Bookstore of Robert Carter, corner of 
streets. 
any, N. ¥.—At the Bookstore of E. Pease, 

Troy Wasson, 
Baltimere.— At the Bookstore of David Owen, 23 N. Gay st. 
Richmond, Va.—At the office of the Watchman. 
New Orleans.—At the Boukstore of Jasacs Beattie, 
the of Alex. Ingram, Jr. 

ouisville, Ky.—At the Tract Depository, of Rev, J. . 
Cheraw, S. C.— At the Bookstore of L. Prine. 
Cincinnati.—Of the Rev. John Burtt. 
Frankfort, y.—At the Bookstore of W. M. Todd, 
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OODBURY HIGH SCHOOL, Woodbury, New Jersey 
_ hear Philadelphia, Rev. S. D. Biythe, Prinei This 
Institution, located within cight miles ub the city of Philedel. 
which ali the usual branches of an English, Classical 
Mathematical education, will be thoroughly taught, is now 
complete operation, under the care of the subscriber, who 
has had much exp: mence as a teacher of youth, While no 
confidence is placed in any system that proposes te dis 
with severe mental discipline and labour, it will be his aim to 
impart to hia pupils an understanding knowkdge of what. 
ever they may undertake tuo learn. Although, therefore, the 
studics purvaed will vury with the destination of the pupils, it 
will be regarded as essential to make them learn well rather 
than rapidly, whatever they may attempt, especially to make 
them understand the clement« of classical and mathematical 
learning. A philosophical and chemical apparatus will be 
vided for instructon m Natural Philosophy and Chemistry, on 
which subjeets lectures will be delivered during the winter, 
The government of the school will be entirely paremal, and 


the subseriber will feel it his duty w parents and guardian 
to cause every buy to be withdrawn, idle- 
ness or want of capacity, he shall fail to make 


reas 
his studies. No boy uf known bad moral character can be 
reecived into the mstitution, nor can any such be allowed co 
remain. 

The year will be divided into two sessions of twenty three 
weeks cach, commencing on the first Mundays of May and No- 


vember, 
_ Terms.—Boaid and tuition, including all cha for fuel 
lights, washing, mending, use of will 


acasion, payable m advance—cach pupil furnishing hiaown 
and bedding. Each modern language learned, will be an extra 
charge of twenty dollar~ per seasion, 

Instrumental music w a be taught by a competent instructor. 

Dormitories will be separate, and all the members of the fami- 
ly retire at the same hour. 

The great healthtulness of Woodbury, and its vicinity to 
Philadelphia, from which it is distant only eyght miles, and with 
which it 1s conneeted by rail road, rend r it p: culiarly desirable 
as a location for a schoot of this kind. The grounds are ex- 
tensive, being nearly twenty acres, 


: S. D. BLYTHE. 
Refrrences.—Philadelphia. Thomas Biddle, James Schott, 
Hon. J. B. Sutherland, Alex, Ferguson, John R, Neff, Hogan & 
ea Ambrose White, Dr, Meigs, J. K. Kane, Robert 
Natehez, Miss,—Rev. S. G. Winchester, H. Mandeville, 
nov 16—4t 


ELIGIOUS SOUVENIR FOR 1840, EDITED BY MRS, 
SIGOURNEY—Fer sale by all the Booksellers in New York 
and Philadelphia, 
The public are resp: etfully informed that this Annual, con- 
sid. rably enlarged and improved, is now published and for sale, 
The Religious Souvenir was first prejeet d oy the late Rev, 
G. T. Bedell, and is the oldest American Annual of its eharac- 
ter. With the suceessful efforts which have been made in ae- 
curing for this volume the first Engravers and the most em- 
iment writers of ths country and England, its former high re- 
putation will be found to be fuliy sustained, Elegantly bound 
in embossed moroece with gilt edges. The embellishments on 
steel, eight in are the following : 
1. Hon, Stephen Van Renssxalacr, painted by Harding, en- 
graved by Daggett, Hinman & Co, 
2. Vignet e Tithe, drawn and engraved by R. Hinshelwood. 
3. Asking a Blessing, painted by Bonnar, engraved by W.G. 
Armstrong. 
4. Birthplace of the Rev. G. T. Bedell, D. D. inted 
Jas, Smillie, engraved by H. Jordan, 
5. The Ruined Family, pamted by E. V. Rippingille, en- 
. Teaching the Seriptures, painted by J. Porter, e ved 
by Oscar A. Lawson, 
7. Autumn Evening, painted by D. Huntington, engraved by 
Jas. Smillie. 
.— Blind Pastor, drawn and engraved by R. Hinshel- 


SCOFIELD & VOORHIES, Publi 
No. 118 Nessau street, New York, 


sept 28—tjanl 


RASMUS HALL, FLATBUSH, L. L., 4} miles from New 
York, under the care of the Rev. Joseph Penney, D. D., 
late President of Hamilton College. 

The course of in truction at Erasmus Hall embraces all the 
branches of a therough English, Classical, ov reantile 
cation, from the first ek ments to a preparation for the count- 
ing house, or an advaneed standing in any of vur colleges.— 
Instructions are also given in all the most important modern 
languages, by competent teachers; and a snide of well edu- 
cated foreigners, generally resident in the Lnstitution, affurds 
an opportunity of much improvement in the practice of con- 
versation in their several languag: s, 

‘The prmeiples of management ace designed to operate on the 

feelings of the pupils, avoiding all harshness and severny, 
and yet including strict order, prompt obedience, and eonstant 
industry, as the only means of fulfilling the parent’s hopes. 
‘The obj. et is to make the student happy, and to present him to 
his pxrents manly, well educated and virtuous, 

The buildings of the institution have unde a thorough 
repair during the summer, and now furnish very convenient ae- 
commodations for boarders. The principal is assisted by an 
able and experieneed corps of instructers, ineluding the Rev. 
Wam. H, Campbell, the late Principal in the department of An- 
cient Wisiieadite and Mr. M. H. Beecher, in Mathematics and 
French, 

Pupils of all ages are received into the family of the Princi- 
pal, upon the following 


TERMS: 
Board and Tuition, with washing and mending, per 
quarter of 1 weeks, in advance. ++ 00 


Students provide their own beds, bedding and towels, 
Gentlemen requiring fire and lights in private rooms, provide 
the same, 
_ Students remaining during vacation are charged as in term 
‘Lhe year is divided into 2 terms of 22 weeks each, beginning 
on the Ist Monday of May and November, respectively. 
Applestion for admission may be made personally or by let- 
ter to the Principal. nov 2—6in 


RESBYTERIAN PSALMS AND HYMNS.—The Psalms 
and Hymuy er by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, and formerly published by Mr. SOLO- 
MON ALLEN, are now published by the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, ‘They may constantly be had, both large and 
small size, and in fine and plan binding, of the subseriber, Pub- 
lishing Agent of the Bourd, at the lowest prices, cither by the 
thousand copies or a umber, 

This is the only edition now authorized tobe used by the Ge- 
neral Assembly. The arranged edition, tormerly published by 
Mr. Joseph Whetham, having been ordered to be laid aside by 
the General Assembly at their sessions in May, 1839, 

All orders trom Booksellers, Churches, and others will be 
promptly attended to by WM. S. MARTIEN, 
Corner of Seventh and George street, Philadelphia, 


EMPERANCE STORE.—S. W COLTON, Tea Dealer, 

and Family Grocer, No. 244 Market street, above Seventh 
south side, Philadelphia, (sucerssur to Baldwin and Colton,) 
would respectfully call the attention of the friends and customers 
of the late firm to his large and excellent assortment of Teas 
and Family Groevries, which he has spared no pains in seclect- 
ing, and which he confidently believes cannot be sur by 
any similar store in the city. 

itis stock comprises Choice Green and Black Teas of the 
latest importation. Loaf, Lump, and Brown Sugars, and 
Buston double Loaf do. Buston Sy rap New York, Sugar 
Hvuse, New Orteans,. Trinidad, and Porto Rico Molasses, 
Sperm Oil and Sperm Candles: also Robexon’s polished and 
Judd’s patent shite and coloured do; Hums, Smoked 
Tongues, Dried Beef, Bologna Sausages, also prime Westphalia 
Hams; Cheese—Herkimer Co., Premium Dairy, Pine Apple. 
Sap Sa Dutch Head, and Parmasan ; Fresh Itahan Maccaro- 
niand Vermicelli; Underwood's Pickles and Sauces ; also Lon- 
don Fishand Beef Steak Sauces ; Coffee—Old Gevernment Java, 
Laguira, Strong Kio, and other kinds; East and West India 
Sweetmrats, Olives, Capers; Sardines, Sweet Oil, Tunny Fish, 
Anchovies ; Castile and Palm Soap; English Split Peas; Sha- 
ker’s Sweet Corn, &e. &e. All of which will be suldon the most 
reasonable terms. 

AsS. W. C, has been actively engaged in the business of the 
store for the last six years, during which time (and for many 
years pree ding) the principle of “ Total Abstinence from the 
sale of all intoxicating drinks” has been strietly adhered to, 
and it being his determination to conduct the business, as here- 
tofore, he hopes, by constant attention to his business to merit a 
a of the patronage extended to the late concern, 

uly 27 


EW PUBLICATIONS,—Glimpses of the Old World ; or, 
Excursions on the Cuntineut, and in the Island of Great 
Britain; by the Rev. John A. Clark, Reetor of St. Andrews 
Church, Philadelphia, The Character of Thomas Jefferson, as 
exhibited in his own writings; by Theodore Dwight. Walks 
and Wanderings in the World of Literature; by the author of 
“Kandom Recollections,” “ ‘rhe Great Metropolis,” &e. For 
sale by HENRY PERKINS 
134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


I ee WANTED IN PENNSYLVANIA, to sell by 

subscription, the following valuable books :—Compre- 
hensive Commentary, 6 vols. 8vo. Eneyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge, 1 vol. 8vo. The Pulyglott or Family Bible, 1 vol. 
8vo. Bush's Seripture Illustrations, 1 vol. 8vo, A History of 
the Church, by Rev. Charles A. Goodrich, 1 vol. 8vo. Lives of 
the Presidents of the United States, 1 vol. 8vo, 

Clergymen out of health, young gentlemen wishing to travel 
and any wishing employment, will find this a pleasant and pro- 
fitable business. The most favourable terms offered. Appli- 
cations, by mail of otherwise, will reecive immediate attcntion, 

Address—Brattleboro’ Ty pographie Company, 
july 20—eow6in Brattleburough, Vermont. 


LACK TEAS.—Ten Chests of Souchong Tea, an excellent 

family Tea, for sale at the low price of 50 cents per Ib. re- 

tail, or 45 cents per ib, by the chest. Also, a good assortment of 

Pouchong Teas, in half chests and boxes, of suitable sizes tor 

families, and comprising some of the best a im ported, 

For sale at JAMES K. WEBB’S 

Cash, Tem nee, Tea, and Grocery Store, 275 Market. st., 

North side, above Seventh, Philadelphia. aug 31 


OWE’S WORKS.—The works of the Rev. John Howe 

complete in 2 vols, 8vo (to clergymen and students) 4 dol- 

lars. Lives of Knox and Melville, 1 vol. 8ro. 3 dollars 

and 25 cents, Dick’s Theology complete in 1 vol. 8vo. 3 dollars 

and 25 cents, Witsius on the Covenants, Lime street Lectures, 

Hurd on the Prophecies, and Venn on Zechariah, complete in 
by 


1 vol, 4to. 3 dollars and 50 cents. For sale 


CAR 
nov 9—3¢ $8 Canal street, New York. 
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